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320 000 Basotho on the verge of famine
. . . food situation to deteriorate to “crisis” levels in eight out of 10 districts from October,
. . . “urgent action required to save lives,” FAO, WFP and other stakeholders warn.

Herbert Moyo  

AT least 229 000 food insecure Basotho 
are currently experiencing a severe 
food “crisis” and are in urgent need of 

aid “to save lives, reduce food gaps, protect 
and restore livelihoods and prevent acute 
malnutrition”.

The situation is expected to deteriorate 
from October 2022 to March 2023, with the 
number of those experiencing an acute food 
shortage rising exponentially to 320 000. Bar-
ring Leribe and Butha-Buthe, all the other dis-
tricts will be affected by the food shortages.     

This according to the latest report by the 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC). Headquartered at the Food and Agri-
cultural Organisation (FAO) offices in Rome, 
Italy, IPC is a global multi-partner initiative 
for improving food security and nutrition 
analysis and decision-making.

Besides FAO, some of the main partners in 
the IPC initiative include the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), SADC, UNICEF, Oxfam, Save 
the Children, Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWS NET), Action against Hunger, 
CARE International and the Joint Research 
Centre (JRC) of the European Commission.

All in all, 54 Asian, Latin American, Caribbe-
an and African countries including Lesotho, 
are members of the IPC. Fellow SADC states 
like Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
South Africa, Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe are also part of the IPC Initiative.

Yesterday, the Sunday Express obtained a 
copy of IPC’s latest analysis showing the wor-
rying extent of Lesotho’s food situation. 

“According to the latest results of an IPC 
Acute Food Insecurity analysis, an estimated 
229 000 people representing 15 percent of 
the population in rural areas of Lesotho are 
classified in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) in the current 
period from July to September 2022 and will 
require urgent action to reduce food gaps, 
protect and restore livelihoods and prevent 
acute malnutrition. 

“Six out of 10 analysed districts of the 
country have been classified in IPC Phase 2 
(Stressed) in the current period while four 
districts are classified in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis),” 
the IPC states in its report.

It further states that the situation will de-
teriorate from October 2022 to March 2023, 
with the number of people facing a food crisis 
rising to 320 000.

“During this period (October 2022 to March 
2023), about 320 000 people (22 percent of 
the rural population) are projected to face a 
crisis (IPC Phase 3) food insecurity situation 
and may require humanitarian assistance to 
reduce food gaps, protect and restore liveli-
hoods and prevent acute malnutrition. Dur-
ing this period, the total population that will 
likely experience high acute food insecurity is 
expected to be higher in numbers compared 
to the same time last year, representing an in-
crease of 3 percent.”

The report states that Mohale’s Hoek, 
Quthing, Thaba Tseka and Qacha’s Nek are 
currently in the “crisis” phase while the re-
maining six districts are in the slightly better 
“stressed” category.

However, all the districts except for Leribe 
and Butha-Buthe will enter the “crisis” cate-
gory in October as food stocks deplete in most 
households, the report warns.  

“From October 2022 to March 2023, an es-
timated 320 000 people representing 22 per-
cent of the population in rural areas of Leso-
tho are projected to be in IPC Phase 3 (crisis). 
Eight of the analysed districts are projected to 
be in IPC Phase 3 (crisis). At a country level 
and with regards to the weather condition 
itself, seasonal rainfall came with no delay. 
However, throughout the rainy season most 
areas experienced excessive amounts of rain, 
which destroyed some crops and caused wa-
terlogging in most parts of the country. As a 
result, Lesotho registered low crop produc-
tion compared to the previous year (2021) 
and the most recent five-year average,” the 
IPC report states.

Waterlogging, high food prices and the gen-
eral economic decline have been cited as key 
drivers of the food insecurity in Lesotho.  

“Heavy rains from October 2021 to March 
2022 resulted in crop damage to some fields 
and waterlogging at the critical growth stage 
for some crops. Weeding was negatively af-
fected, resulting in reduced casual labour op-
portunities for poor households. 

The excessive rains further resulted in low 
crop production this year compared to last 
season.

“It is anticipated that households will rely 

on markets more than usual to cover their 
consumption needs. The prices of staples 
have been largely impacted by the knock on 
effects of the declining economic situation 
in the country. Fuel prices have increased as 
a result of headline inflation of 7, 8 percent 
compared to 6, 5 percent in the previous fis-
cal year. This increased the cost of importa-
tion of oil and oil products. 

“The resultant effect is high prices, es-
pecially for staples and cooking oil for the 
households.  This is going to affect those 
households that will deplete their stocks 
early in the consumption year who eventu-
ally rely on markets for supplies. Sources of 
livelihoods (such as casual labour on farms, 
remittances, crop sales, beer brewing, petty 
trade, formal salary/wages, livestock or live-
stock product sales) remained slightly lower 
than normal, thus implying deterioration 
in income from other sources,” the report 
states.

Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine has 
also been blamed for fuelling price hikes for 
food and other items in Lesotho and other 
countries. 

“As of June 2022, the price of one litre of 
paraffin was M18, 90 compared to M9, 50 in 
June 2021. The price of 750 ml of cooking oil 
also increased from M28 to M50 in June 2022. 
Price increases were evident in the fertiliser 
trade. Regarding cereal trade, as of June 2022, 
a tonne of wheat cost M24 000 compared to 
M9000 in (June) 2021. The Government of 
Lesotho subsidised fuel prices by 6 percent 

effective from July to December 2022. Prior 
to the 6 percent subsidy, the price of petrol 
93 was M23, 70 (per litre) compared to the 
current M22, 20. Petrol 95 was M24, 15 and 
is now M22, 65. Russia and Ukraine are also 
the main producers of wheat and currently, 
the alternative wheat suppliers are strained, 
causing high demand and negatively impact-
ing on the price of wheat. Lesotho is a net im-
porter of most of its food commodities from 
South Africa and will also suffer from the 
increasing prices of wheat. Further price in-
creases are anticipated as the war in Ukraine 
continues.”

The report recommends the following 
measures to address the food insecurity:

• Urgent action is required to save lives, 
reduce food consumption gaps and protect 
livelihoods of all vulnerable people in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3). 

• Provision of agricultural inputs to farm-
ing households that cannot afford access to 
them. 

• Government to continue with the initia-
tive of purchase of grains and beans from lo-
cal producers to promote market opportuni-
ties for farmers who have surplus from own 
produce. 

• Reduction of food consumption gaps by 
improving access to food through appropri-
ate modalities. 

• Protection of livelihood assets and pro-
duction systems through livestock vaccina-
tion campaigns and fodder production inter-
ventions. 

• Promotion of resilience building initia-
tives, such as climate-smart agriculture. 

• Returnee migrants should be prioritised 
for support to establish alternative liveli-
hoods and should be included in social relief 
programmes. 

• Development of complementarity pro-
grammes (i.e. backyard gardening inputs for 
poor and very poor households). 

• Food price subsidy intervention should 
be prioritized and well-targeted. 

• The government to continue implement-
ing agricultural inputs subsidies to include 
the short seasoned varieties, and supply be 
on time to facilitate timely planting. 

• Intensify nutrition education with more 
emphasis of feeding practices inclusive of 
exclusive and recommended duration of 
breastfeeding.

Food insecurity is a perennial problem in 
the country due to absence of a viable com-
mercial farming sector.  Most people are de-
pendent on labour-intensive but low yielding 
subsistence farming practices which rely on 
rain fed water. Over the years, the food crisis 
has been prevented from degenerating into 
outright famine by food assistance mainly 
spearheaded by WFP. 

With elections due to be held on 7 October, 
most political leaders are promising to en-
sure food security by promoting commercial 
agriculture if elected to power. Such prom-
ises are not new and it remains to be seen if 
any of the politicians will finally walk their 
talk.

VILLAGERS queue for food handouts in Mohale’s Hoek district. — file pic.
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Killer photographer’s 
sentencing postponed
Moorosi Tsiane

CONVICTED killer photographer, Habofanoe Ntsie, 
will be sentenced on 13 September 2022.

Ntsie was on 9 August 2012 found guilty of the 
2004 murders of Habaka Mahao and Souru Masupha at 
Lancers’ Gap, Maseru.

He was convicted in absentia by Judge ’Maseforo 
Mahase. This after he escaped from the High Court and 
fled to South Africa.

He was arrested in Vereeniging in 2013 but only ex-
tradited to Lesotho in March this year.

It had been expected that Justice Mahase would final-
ly sentence him on Thursday but this was not to be as 
he informed the judge that he now wanted his lawyer, 
Haae Phoofolo, to recuse himself from his case. 

When proceedings got underway, Advocate Phoofolo, 
a prominent lawyer and former attorney general, told 
Justice Mahase wanted to address the court.

Justice Mahase declined the request, saying it was 
unprocedural. She however, conceded that Ntsie had a 
right to seek the recusal of his lawyer but this should be 
done in writing.

She then postponed sentencing to 13 September 
2022 to allow Ntsie to find a new lawyer. She however, 
warned him against continually coming up with excus-
es to delay his sentencing.

“He (Ntsie) must be warned that there will be limita-
tions,” Justice Mahase said. 

“He cannot go on and on postponing the matter be-
cause he wants some other counsel. That right is not 
absolute, particularly in this case where it has been 10 
years since the accused absconded.  

“I must indicate I’m no longer taking any cases be-
cause my diary is full until 15 December, which is the 
last day this court will be sitting before the (Christmas) 
vacation starts. I am giving you three weeks to have 
briefed another lawyer. I am going to hear this matter 
on the 13th of September to read the judgement. Make 
sure that you get counsel by that time,” the judge added.

Ntsie was before Justice Mahase on 26 March 2012 

facing murder charges.
During the reading of the judgement, his wife claimed 

that her husband had fallen ill during the lunch break 
hence he could not return to court.  Justice Mahase 
immediately issued a warrant of his arrest which was 
countered by his lawyer, Adv Phoofolo, who handed 
her a purported doctor’s sick note on behalf of Ntsie.

Later, when the case resumed, Adv Phoofolo told the 
court that he had failed to find his client after a break-
down of communication between them. Ntsie was 
nonetheless convicted in absentia. The judge did not 
sentence him, presumably because there was no sen-
tencing trial after his escape.

During the trial, Ntsie had argued that he shot Messrs 
Mahao and Masupha in self-defence. He claimed that 
on the fateful day the two were armed with AK-47 rifles 
and wanted to kill him. However, on 9 August 2012, the 
High Court found Ntsie guilty of double murder.

During his court appearance, Ntsie had also claimed 
to know who killed Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili’s 
son, Maile, in 2002, a murder case which has since gone 
cold.

Almost a year after his disappearance from the High 
Court, Mr Ntsie was arrested while attempting to buy a 
car in Vereeniging near Johannesburg. He was later re-
leased on M10 000 bail by the Vereeniging Magistrate’s 
Court. He has since been in court as the extradition pro-
ceedings unfolded.

His deportation to Maseru finally got the greenlight 
and the photographer was brought back in March this 
year by heavily armed Interpol and South African Po-
lice Service (SAPS) officers travelling in more than 10 
cars.  

He was handed over to Lesotho Mounted Police Ser-
vice (LMPS) officers from the Special Investigations 
Unit (SIU) who were already on standby to receive him 
at the Maseru border.

The officers then read to him his new charge of flee-
ing from justice and asked if he had been subjected to 
any torture while in transit to Lesotho. He said he un-
derstood the charges and had not been tortured.

HABOFANOE Ntsie.
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‘Major security concerns 
at Moshoeshoe I Airport’
Mohalenyane Phakela

THE Director of Civil Aviation, 
Motsoaole Lesupi, has reiter-
ated long-standing concerns 

about the unsuitability of   Moshoe-
shoe I International Airport as a 
hub for international travel.

Addressing a weekend stakehold-
ers’ workshop at the airport, Mr Le-
supi dropped a bombshell, saying 
in addition to the much-publicised 
dilapidation of the airport’s fa-
cilities, there were “major security 
concerns but unfortunately I cannot 
disclose them at this point”.

He said such concerns had frus-
trated their efforts to turn the 
airport into an international hub 
utilised by leading carriers like Qa-
tar Airways, Turkish Airlines and 
Emirates Airline of the United Arab 
Emirates.

He said these challenges could be 
addressed by turning the aviation 
department into an autonomous 
body fully capable of running the 
airport with a great degree of in-
dependence from central govern-
ment.

“Lesotho has the potential to be 
the regional hub. We have negoti-
ated with many foreign airlines 
such as Qatar, Turkey and Emirates 
to land in Lesotho but due to the fact 
that we are not an autonomous au-
thority, our efforts have not yielded 
the desired results.

“It pained me so much when Qa-
tar opted to use Botswana instead 
of Lesotho because our airport does 
not meet international standards. 
The (Civil Aviation) department 
should be made an autonomous au-
thority for it to operate commercial-
ly and for the benefit of Basotho,” 
Mr Lesupi said.

The workshop comes against the 
background of threats by the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) to close the country’s only 
international airport if it is not re-
furbished.

ICAO first issued the threats to 
close down the airport in December 
2020. It said several years of neglect 
had left the airport facilities in a 
state of disrepair.

Mr Lesupi is on record saying that 
the government is in a race against 

time to refurbish the “collapsing” 
airport, failing which it would be 
closed or downgraded to a domes-
tic airport catering only for local 
flights.

In June 2021 the transport minis-
try awarded controversial South Af-
rican businessman Thulani Majola’s 
LTE Consulting a M38 million con-
tract to oversee the refurbishment 
of Lesotho’s dilapidated airport.

But already on 18 March 2021, a 
provisional liquidation application 
had been launched by a creditor 
of LTE Consulting in the Johannes-
burg High Court. The application 
was granted on 9 June 2021, a day 
before unsuccessful bidders were 
informed the contract had been 
awarded to LTE Consulting.

South Africa’s famed AmaBhun-
gane Centre for Investigative Jour-
nalism published a story about Mr 
Majola’s alleged use of his political 
connections in Lesotho to land the 
multi-million maloti tender.

The article also stated that the 
airport tender was awarded to LTE 
four months after its liquidation.

The liquidation, the article stated, 
was as a result of LTE being ac-
cused of failing to honour a M23 
million debt to its South African 
sub-contractor, Kontinental Engi-
neering Consulting, for a bus station 
construction project for the City of 
Ekurhuleni in 2020.

LTE had initially entered into 
talks regarding a settlement with 
Kontinental after the latter had filed 
a liquidation application in the Jo-
hannesburg High Court.

However, the parties failed to 
reach an agreement and Kontinen-
tal went back to court, arguing that 
LTE had paid M14 million but still 
owed M8, 9 million. This led to the 
eventual liquidation of LTE, accord-
ing to AmaBhungane.

A group of local construction and 
mining companies have since filed 
a High Court application to over-
turn the tender award to LTE.

Calling itself the Civil Mining and 
Building Constructors, the group 
was joined in its application by a 
local consultancy, PM Aviation Con-
sultancy. PM Aviation was one of 

the four companies which lost the 
airport tender to LTE Consulting in 
June 2021. The matter is pending.

Should the work not be finished 
on time for an inspection on a date 
to be determined by the ICAO, the 
airport could be forcibly closed by 
the international body tasked with 
regulating all international aviation 
activities, he said.

Its closure will create a massive 
crisis as new travel arrangements 
would have to be made for His Maj-
esty King Letsie III, Prime Minister 
Moeketsi Majoro, ministers, govern-
ment officials, diplomats, captains 
of industry and other ordinary trav-
ellers who rely on the airport for 
international travel.

State officials could alternatively 
resort to using military planes, 
which in itself would be a logistical 
nightmare, because special permits 
to fly such planes into South Africa 
would have to be obtained to avoid 
conflict with that country’s defence 
force.

More likely, they will be forced to 
travel long distances by road to in-

ternational airports in South Africa.
Besides the airport woes, Lesotho 

has not had a national airline since 
1997. South Africa’s Airlink stepped 
in to fill the void and has since then 
been offering flights from Moshoe-
shoe I Airport to OR Tambo Airport 
in Johannesburg.

Local business magnate, Sam 
Matekane, launched his own air-
line, Maluti Sky in 2009. The compa-
ny competed with SA Airlink from 
March 2016 until it stopped oper-
ating its flights to Johannesburg in 
2017 due to a depressed business 
environment.

Another local company, Mohahl-
aula Airlines, then launched domes-
tic flights from Maseru to Mokhot-
long, Semonkong and Qacha’s Nek 
in 2020.

Addressing the stakeholders’ 
meeting, Mr Lesupi said his depart-
ment was working on a turn-around 
strategy to ensure that local airlines 
like Maluti Sky and Mohahlaula Air-
lines, take charge of both domestic 
and international flights. 

“We became concerned when 
Maluti Sky stopped operating be-
cause it represented us as a country. 
That made us go back to the draw-
ing board to revise our policy to see 
how we can support airline opera-
tors to boost the economy through 
job creation.

“We would like to see local air-
lines grow and that can only be 
achieved through our support. It 
is not right that foreign operators 
have taken over our market when 
we have local operators. We are 
working on plans to have Maluti 
Sky and Mohahlaula Airlines take 
the lead in both domestic and in-
ternational flights,” Mr Lesupi said, 
adding their plans would only be 
achieved if they became an autono-
mous body.

“We are still far behind compared 
to other countries because ours is 
just an aviation department while 
other countries have civil aviation 
authorities. The government should 
not be directly in control of aviation 
matters because that restricts the 
industry’s growth. 

“This airport (Moshoeshoe I In-
ternational Airport) would not be in 
this state if we had an authority. We 
can renovate this airport to world-
class standards but that would not 
be possible if we remain a depart-
ment with the ministry. 

“I remember one time when we 
were telling the government that 
M80 million was required to refur-
bish the runway in order to accom-
modate big aeroplanes. But the au-
thorities couldn’t understand how 
just a kilometre of tarred surface 
could cost that much. Aviation is 
expensive hence it needs to be com-
mercialised,” Mr Lesupi said.

Soldiers’ murder trial postponed
Moorosi Tsiane

THE trial of 10 soldiers accused of 
murdering three civilians in Ma-
seru in May 2017 has been post-

poned to 22 September 2022.
Judge Moroke Mokhesi on Thurs-

day postponed the matter to give the 
Crown ample time to locate and bring 
to court a witness who is said to reside 
in rural Mohale’s Hoek.

The accused are Brigadier Rapele 
Mphaki, Major Pitso Ramoepane, Ser-
geant Lekhooa Moepi, Captain Mahl-
ehle Moeletsi, Lance Corporal Mahlo-
mola Makhoali, Private Nthatakane 
Motanyane, Motšoane Machai, Tieho 
Tikiso, Liphapang Sefako and Nemase 
Faso.

They allegedly strangled Lekhoele 
Noko, Molise Pakela and Khothatso 
Makibinyane at Setibing in rural Ma-
seru on 16 May 2017 and dumped their 
bodies in the Mohale Dam.

The soldiers allegedly kidnapped 
and murdered the three men after the 
trio had just been released from police 
custody where they had been detained 

in connection with a shooting incident 
at the Maseru border gate on 13 May 
2017.

The trial initially got underway in 
January and it resumed a fortnight ago 
with the defence lawyers cross-exam-
ining an accomplice-turned-witness, 
Major Tsietsi Monyeke.

The defence team comprises of Ad-
vocates Letuka Molati, Karabo Mohau 
KC, Napo Mafaesa and Attorney Qhale-
hang Letsika.

Major Monyeke had told the High 
Court in March this year that his for-
mer boss at the Military Intelligence 
(MI), Brigadier Rapele Mphaki, had or-
dered the soldiers to kill the trio.

However, his allegations were dis-
missed as “lies” by the defence when 
it cross-examined him two weeks ago.

Thereafter, the lead prosecutor, 
Shaun Abrahams, called one Malerato 
Noko to the stand. Ms Noko is mother 
to one of the murder victims, Noko.

In her testimony on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and Thursday, Ms Noko 
narrated to the High Court how her 
son was abducted by Lesotho Defence 

Force (LDF) members in a bus travel-
ling from Maseru to Maputsoe.

She said following her son’s release 
from police custody, they were on their 
way to their Leribe home on that fate-
ful day when soldiers attacked the bus 
they were travelling in and abducted 
Lekhoele.

She said the soldiers dragged her son 
who was hiding under the seat and as-
saulted him until he fainted. After real-
ising that he had fainted, they took him 
out of the bus into one of the vehicles.

Ms Noko said that was the last she 
saw her son alive.

“The next time I saw him was after 
I got a phone call from the police that 
I should come to one government hos-
pital in Maseru to identify his body, 
which I did,” she told the court.

After her testimony, the defence 
elected not to cross-examine her. 

Due to the unavailability of the next 
witness, who is said to reside in Leribe, 
the Crown and defence agreed that the 
case be postponed to next month.

Justice Mokhesi then postponed the 
case to 22 September 2022.

MOROKE Mokhesi.

 MOSHOESHOE I International Airport.
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Litjobo blasts Majoro, 
Mokhothu for parly absence

’Marafaele Mohloboli

ALLIANCE of Democrats (AD) spokes-
person, Thuso Litjobo, has blasted 
Prime Minister Moeketsi Majoro and 

his deputy Mathibeli Mokhothu for failing 
to treat parliament business with serious-
ness.

This after the duo failed to show up dur-
ing the re-opening of parliament over the 
weekend.

Mr Litjobo accused the two of concentrat-
ing on campaigning for their parties, the All 
Basotho Convention (ABC) and the Demo-
cratic Congress (DC) respectively instead of 
focusing on the delayed reforms process.

His Majesty, King Letsie lll gazetted the 
recall of parliament from 22 August 2022 to 
this Tuesday to pass the reforms bills giving 
effect to some of the constitutional reforms 
recommended by the Southern African De-
velopment Community (SADC) way back 
in 2016 to help end perennial instability in 
Lesotho.

It is in this context that Mr Litjobo is now 
accusing the duo of focusing on their re-
spective parties while the reforms process 
suffered.

Addressing deputy speaker Lebohang 
Ramohlanka, Mr Litjobo said it was unfair 
for Dr Majoro and Mr Mokhothu to asbent 
themselves from parliament when it had 
crucial business to attend to.

“Where are they?” Mr Litjobo asked.
“Where is the Prime Minister and his dep-

uty? Was this parliament reopened for us to 
do the work all by ourselves, while they are 
busy gallivanting?

“There are busy at the constituencies 
while we are here working. We are being 
used.”

At this point, Ms Ramohlanka tried to call 
Mr Litjobo to order but she failed as he con-
tinued pressing for answers.

“Honourable Litjobo, we have been called 
here by the command of His Majesty. We 
have been called to do some work. Order. 
Get seated. 

“We still respect the Chair and the House. 
I am warning you honourable Litjobo be-
cause you are uncontrollable. You are not 

even seated in your rightful place,” she 
said.

But this failed.
“I want to know where they are. Maybe 

you can tell us if they told you their where-
abouts. I sat here by my own choice in this 
10th and half parliament (Sic). 

“This parliament has been recalled on 
the account of the Prime Minister and his 

deputy because they have always been 
absent. We are being called to order while 
they are busy in their constituencies,” he 
said.

Mr Litjobo said the 10th parliament had 
failed to pass the reforms bill because of 
leaders’ delays.

“We are being used here. The reforms 
have been delayed like this because some 

leaders are not serious at all. They have not 
been coming to work.

“Where are those two people who seat 
there? If we respect this House, why aren’t 
those two respecting it when His Majesty 
has recalled the House. We are not here to 
be used. They (PM and DPM) are clowns,” 
he said, pointing at Dr Majoro and Mr Mok-
hothu’s empty seats.

Shortly after Mr Litjobo’s outburst, Dr 
Majoro walked in.

The Prime Minister’s press attaché, Buta 
Moseme, said it was not true that the Dr Ma-
joro had not attended parliament.

“He was there from the first day. He even 
made some remarks to show that he was 
participating,” Mr Moseme said.

He said the premier was “a bit late” be-
cause he had to welcome the new Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Bulgaria to Leso-
tho, Maria Pavlova Tzotzokrova- Kaymak-
tchieva, who had just presented her creden-
tials to His Majesty King Letsie III. 

“It’s not true that he was gallivanting as 
Mr Litjobo claims,” Mr Moseme said. 

Mr Mokhothu was said to be addressing 
his party’s rally at Ketane, Mohale’s Hoek.

Contacted for comment, Mr Mokhothu 
said it was not true to say he had not attend-
ed because he did so virtually.

“I participated virtually and even made 
some opening remarks so that the parlia-
mentary business could proceed. 

“Funny enough his (Litjobo’s) leader 
(Monyane Moleleki) was not there. Why 
doesn’t he raise it as a concern? However, 
I reckon it was just one of those light mo-
ments in parliament. I guess he just wanted 
to while away time and crack a joke. It is 
nothing to take to head,” Mr Mokhothu said.

THUSO Litjobo.

ADVERTISEMENT
Lesotho National Development Corporation (LNDC) is a national implementing agency for the industrial and commercial development of Lesotho established in terms the LNDC Act.20 of 1967(as amended). It is a 
parastatal of the Government of Lesotho mandated to initiate, promote, and facilitate both domestic and foreign investments to create jobs and increase income for the households. LNDC now invites applications from 
suitably quali� ed and experienced candidates for the following positions:

1.General Manager – Corporate Services (Paterson Band E2).
Purpose of the Job
To drive and enhance the Corporate Services function within the Lesotho National Development Corporation (LNDC) by creating the strategic roadmap for the function, de� ning the appropriate milestones, and optimising 
the structure for success, ensuring e� ective and e�  cient management and coordination of all � nance, planning and research, and information technology activities for the LNDC.

Quali� cations and experience
• A quali� ed chartered Accountant (CA) or postgraduate in Business Administration with undergraduate in accounting or � nance or related quali� cation. 
• A minimum of 10 years relevant experience is required, at least 5 of which should be in a managerial role.
• Candidate must be registered with the Lesotho Institute of Accountants (LIA) 

Term of contract
 Five (5) years Fixed-Term Contract

2. Internal Audit Manager (Paterson Band D2).
Purpose of the Job 
To manage the planning, execution, and reporting on internal audit engagements to provide assurance on the e� ectiveness of risk management, control, and governance processes within the organisation.

 Quali� cations and experience
• Post-graduate Degree in Internal Audit, Accounting or Business Administration with a Minimum � ve (5) years’ experience in a similar role, 3 years of which are at Managerial level or
• A degree in Internal Audit, Accounting or Business Administration with a minimum of 8 years’ experience in a similar role, 3 years of which are at Managerial level.
• A certi� ed internal auditor quali� cation is required.

Term of contract
 Five (5) years Fixed-Term Contract

How to Apply:
Interested, suitably quali� ed and experienced candidates should email their applications accompanied by educational certi� cates and transcripts in PDF FORMAT ONLY to recruitment@lndc.org.ls. Job title must be used as 
the subject heading. Closing date is Friday   9th September 2022 at 17:00pm
To apply, candidates MUST download and � ll an application form and full details about the position applying for from the Corporation’s website: www.lndc.org.ls.
Enquires: HR O�  ce - +266 2231 2012

Disclaimer: Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted.  The Corporation reserves a right to appoint suitable candidates that meet application requirements. 
No late applications will be accepted
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Date set for human 
trafficking verdict
Moorosi Tsiane

CHIEF Magistrate ‘Matankiso Nthunya 
has set 29 September 2022 as the date 
wherein she will deliver judgement 

in the human trafficking trial of Nigerian, 
Sikiru Rasheed.

Rasheed (30) of Lagos, Nigeria, has been 
charged with trafficking two Lesotho na-
tionals, Lerato Kaizer (29) and Mohau Ma-
jara (25) from Maseru to Dubai.

He allegedly trafficked Majara in October 
2021 and Kaizer in March this year. He has 
also been charged with illegally staying in 
Lesotho without a valid residence permit.

During Rasheed’s Tuesday court appear-
ance, Magistrate Nthunya said she would 
deliver her judgement on 29 September 
2022 after going through the Crown’s writ-
ten submissions.

“I would have loved to deliver this judge-
ment as early as I can, but I will not be 
available until September. I will have to 
go through the Crown’s submissions first. 
I will therefore, deliver judgement on 29 
September,” Magistrate Nthunya said.

Rasheed has pleaded not guilty to the hu-
man tracking charges but entered a guilty 
plea to the charge of illegally residing in the 
country.

Both Kaizer and Majara have already 
taken to the witness stand to tell the court 
how their trip to Dubai came about.

Kaizer said he used to work at a barber 
shop with the accused. He said Rasheed in-
formed him that he had some contacts in 
Dubai who wanted someone who can help 
them in various trading activities. He said 
Rasheed applied for a Dubai visa for him 
and when it came out, the accused gave 
him M1500 for Covid-19 tests and transport 
to South Africa. He said he was promised 
M28 000 as a salary, which he never got.

“I know the accused person,” Kaizer said.
“We used to work together at Pioneer 

Exclusive Salon where I was a professional 
hair dresser. In 2021, he mentioned to me 
that he knew some people in Dubai who 
were looking for someone who could help 
them in trading and I told him I was inter-
ested.

“When I arrived in Dubai I met one Abu 
who collected me from the airport to the 
place where I was going to stay. We later 
started working and the account we were 
using to trade had about 1, 5 million United 
Arab Emirates Dirhams (about M6, 8 mil-
lion) and the target was to reach 500 000 
000 which I did in a week.

“In May, I asked about my salary because 
I had been working without a salary. I was 
told to open two bank accounts, one for my 
salary and the other for my savings. But to 
my surprise, I was never given any access 
to both accounts,” Kaizer said.

He said his passport and national iden-
tity document were taken by his bosses. He 
said he demanded these documents and to 
be allowed to return home due to disagree-
ments over his salary. He was eventually 
allowed to return home after three days of 
discussions over the matter.

“Three days after my return to Leso-
tho, the police came to my place and told 
me that they were investigating my case,” 
Kaizer said.

Majara also testified, saying Rasheed had 
promised to take him for football trials in 
Dubai only to find a different scenario all 
together upon his arrival in the Asian na-
tion.

“When I left Lesotho, the accused person 
had promised me football trials since I am 
an aspiring footballer. However, I found a 
different environment in Dubai.

“Upon arrival, I was asked by my new 
bosses to open different bank accounts for 
them and they promised to pay me 12 000 
Dirhams (M 55 019) for that. I initially re-
fused to do this, saying this wasn’t the rea-
son why I had come to Dubai. I said I would 
rather go back to Lesotho. I called Rasheed 
and he claimed he had also been given in-
adequate information.

“I eventually agreed to do the job al-

Search 
continues for 

judge’s car 
stolen in SA

Mohalenyane Phakela

THERE is still no breakthrough and the 
search is continuing for Judge Molefi 
Makara’s vehicle which was stolen in Jo-

hannesburg on 18 March this year.
Justice Makara on a private visit when his 

official vehicle, a black Toyota Prado, was sto-
len at a mall in Woodmead, Johannesburg.

In a recent interview, the High Court’s in-
formation officer, ‘Mabohlokoa Mapikitla, 
said the theft of the car was reported to both 
the Lesotho Mounted Police Service (LMPS) 
and the South African Police Service (SAPS).

“The car was stolen at a Mall in Woodmead 
while the honourable judge had gone for a 
personal trip,” Ms Mapikitla said. 

“A judge is entitled to use his official car 
for both work-related and personal activities. 
The theft was immediately reported to the 
South African police in Sandton and with our 
own police. The insurance company has since 
been notified and investigations are under-
way,” she added.

On his part, police spokesperson, Senior 
Superintendent Mpiti Mopeli, said they were 
waiting on their South African counterparts.

“We have cordial working relations with 
the SAPS to tackle cross-border crime. Since 
the judge’s car was stolen in South Africa, we 
have to wait for them to investigate and in-
form us if and when they find it,” Senior Supt 
Mopeli said this weekend.

Meanwhile, the Sunday Express has learnt 
that High Court registrar, ‘Mathato Sekoai, 
has asked the Finance Ministry’s principal 
secretary, Nthoateng Lebona, for permission 
to replace the judge’s stolen car.

“Your good office is requested to grant 
us the authority to purchase a black Toyota 
Prado for His Lordship Molefi Makara as a 
replacement for the one which was stolen in 
South Africa on 18 March 2022. We are still 
awaiting the insurance to finalise processing 
the claim,” Advocate Sekoai states in her 17 
August 2022 letter to Ms Lebona said.

though I was still not comfortable with it. At 
one point, I was told to go and rent an apart-
ment for my bosses in my name. One gen-
tleman from Egypt took me aside and said 
he was aware of everything. He warned that 
I would be in trouble if my bosses failed to 
pay electricity and water bills for the flat 
which would be in my name,” Majara said.

He said the application to rent the appli-
cation was denied. He did not say how he 
eventually returned to Lesotho. He how-
ever, said he was only given M3000 when 
he came home in February this year. The 
amount was way less than the M25 000 he 
had been promised for the trials which did 
not materialise, he said.

Rasheed has denied the accusations, say-
ing he knew nothing about the work Kaizer 
and Majara had allegedly been recruited for 
in Dubai. 

He said his friend Amos in South Africa 
was the one who spoke directly to the two 
and organised everything pertaining to 
their stay in Dubai.

On his part, Rasheed’s lawyer, Lehlo-
honolo Maseli, argued that Advocate Maseli 
argued that his client had wrongly been 
charged with human trafficking. He said the 
acts that Rasheed had been accused of did 
not constitute human trafficking.

He said Kaizer and Majara did not attain 
the status of slavery while in Dubai as they 
were able to exercise their free will. For ex-
ample, they would go out to the beaches to 
have fun, he argued. 

“Nowhere in their testimonies do both al-
lege that any of their services were obtained 
through intimidation or they were coerced. 
Therefore, we humbly summit that the acts 
of the accused in relation to Majara and 
Kaizer, do not meet the definitional require-
ments of the crime of Human Trafficking, as 
envisaged under section 5(3),” Adv Maseli 
submitted.

He said Majara’s evidence was also ques-
tionable. As someone going for football tri-
als, he should have insisted that he be told 
the name of the team he was going to have 
trials with, Adv Maseli argued.

“One would expect that since Majara was 
set to leave for football trials, he would insist 
on knowing the team that he was going to 
play for. 

“However, it is very perturbing to men-

tion that even when he got to South Africa, 
he never bothered to ask Amos the name of 
the football team he was going to have trials 
with. The story of him leaving for Dubai for 
football trials is a concocted after-thought 
story which he presented to the police and 
before this court,” Adv Maseli said.

He therefore pleaded with Magistrate 
Nthunya to acquit his client. However, the 
magistrate said she would only deliver 
judgement on 29 September.

Human trafficking issues have taken cen-
tre stage in Lesotho, amid pressure by the 
US government to punish offenders.

Last month, the United States (US) gov-
ernment upgraded Lesotho to Tier 2 on its 
human trafficking index report for 2022.

This in recognition of “significant efforts” 
by the government to combat trafficking in 
the past year. Nonetheless, the US said Le-
sotho still had not done enough to address 
long-standing human trafficking concerns.

It said although Lesotho had made pro-
gress towards tackling trafficking in the 
past year, it still failed to meet “minimum 
standards in several key areas”. Some of 
the outstanding areas include the failure to 
prosecute government officials implicated 
in the trafficking of victims, the US said. In 
instances where prosecutions had begun, 
Lesotho had however, failed to conclude 
the trials, the US added.

Although much more needs to be done, 
the upgrade to Tier 2 is nevertheless a wel-
come development. Previously the country 
had been on Tier 2 Watch List and before 
that it had been on Tier 3- the lowest rank-
ing. Ordinarily countries in Tier 3 automati-
cally lose US developments assistance and 
cannot benefit from multi-million-dollar 
programmes like the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC). 

Those on the Tier 2 Watchlist are still re-
quired to increase their efforts to deal with 
human trafficking for them to be eligible 
for various forms of US development assis-
tance. 

Even though Lesotho was reselected for 
Second Compact under the MCC in 2017, a 
definite agreement on the size of the com-
pact and funding had remained elusive un-
til March this year when the US had satis-
fied itself that there had been progress that 
could lead to an upgrade to Tier 2.

‘MATANKISO Nthunya.

MOLEFI Makara.
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Nursing college to celebrate golden jubilee
Nthabiseng Libate

ROMA College of Nursing turns 
50 years in December.

To commemorate the mile-
stone, the college has lined a series 
of activities.

Various entertainment activities 
and award ceremonies will be held 
in the run-up to the main festivities 
at the college grounds on 9 Decem-
ber 2022.

Initially known as Roma School 
of Nursing, the college was es-
tablished by the Roman Catholic 
Church on 15 August 1972. It was 
set up to train people from remote 
areas so that they could return to 
serve their communities after com-
pleting their studies.

Addressing the media recently, 
assistant human resources manag-
er, ‘Makatleho Pharoe, said among 
other activities, there would be a 
fun-walk on Saturday and a gala 
dinner on 4 November to raise 
funds to assist needy students.

The main event in December 
will be graced by Roman Catholic 
Church authorities, Health and 
Education and Training ministries 
officials.

Principal nurse educator, Keketsi 
Mokotso, said the college was cur-
rently offering two programmes 
namely, a three-year diploma in 
nursing and a one-year post basic 
diploma in midwifery.

She said they were planning to 
introduce more programmes in 
line with the national human re-
source needs. The contemplated 
programmes include nursing assis-
tant and oncology nursing courses.  

“The college has improved its ad-
ministrative staff and we now have 

16 support staffers including an ad-
ministrator and a human resources 
officer,” Ms Mokotso said. 

“Other milestones achieved in-
clude the construction of more 

classrooms, offices, equipped labo-
ratories, library, staff housing as 
well as internet connectivity. Our 
programmes have also been ac-
credited by both the Lesotho Nurs-

ing College (LNC) and the Council 
on Higher Education (CHE) to en-
sure that there is quality assur-
ance.”

Ms Mokotso said as further tes-

timony to the college’s growth, it 
was now in charge of its accounting 
books- a function that was previ-
ously outsourced to the nearby St 
Joseph’s Hospital. 

ROMA College of Nursing officials at the press conference.

 LESOTHO ELECTRICITY COMPANY (PTY) LTD

RE-ADVERTISEMENT
 REF: LEC/PO-1062/2022/23

LETTER OF INVITATION

The Lesotho Electricity company hereby invites eligible registered companies to submit 
PROPOSALS for the LEC Electrical Network Stability Study. Tender document will be 
obtainable on request via emails at no costs, while there will be a non-refundable 
participation fee of M2000.00 (Two Thousand Maloti). Payment details and procedures 
will be explained in the bidding data sheet and Specifications of the services required for 
the Assignment will also be indicated in the Data sheet. The proposals could form the basis 
for future negotiations and ultimately signing of a contract between a consultant and LEC. 

Sealed bids bearing no identification of the bidder endorsed “PROPOSAL FOR CONSULTING 
SERVICES – LEC ELECTRICAL NETWORK STABILITY STUDY” shall be hand delivered and 
deposited into the tender box located at LEC Management Office block, reception area on 
or before 15th September 2022 at 10:00hrs and opened the same day at 11:30hrs. Bidders 
or their representatives have a right to witness the tender opening.

Please take the following into consideration:
1. The Compulsory pre-bid meeting will be on the  01st September 2022 at 9:00hrs, 

Training Centre, LEC premises; 
2. The costs of preparing the proposal and of negotiating the contract, including any site 

visits are not reimbursable as a direct cost of the Assignment; 
3. LEC also reserves the right to cancel the invitation before the submission or 

opening of proposals, postpone the proposal submission/opening date and to 
accept or reject any or all proposals at any time prior to the award of contract, 
without thereby incurring any liability to the affected bidder or any obligation to 
form the affected bidder of the grounds for LEC’s action. LEC is not bound to accept 
the lowest or any bid and 

4. Tender received after the closing date and time will not be considered.

For more information and clarifications, please contact procurement office at 22312236, 
52272219, 52272360, and 52272146, mosaet@lec.co.ls, 

qoanem@lec.co.ls, monyatsib@lec.co.ls

 LESOTHO ELECTRICITY COMPANY (PTY) LTD

RE-ADVERTISEMENT 
REF: LEC/PO-1052/2022/23

 LETTER OF INVITATION

1. The Lesotho Electricity Company has allocated funds from its approved budget for the financial year 2022/ 
2023 and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the contract for PROPOSED DESIGN, 
SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF TWO-WAY RADIOS SYSTEM 

2. The Lesotho Electricity Company (Managing Director) now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
turnkey work for provision of necessary Goods and Works, design, labour, transport, materials, equipment, 
installation, commissioning, testing, and other technical and civil engineering services necessary for the 
successful completion of the PROPOSED DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF TWO-
WAY RADIOS SYSTEM.

3. Bidding will be conducted through Open competitive procurement using the Lesotho Electricity Company’s 
Procurement Policy and guidelines 

4. Bid documents are obtainable upon request through email from Procurement Office of the Lesotho 
Electricity Company 53 Moshoeshoe Road Maseru. To participate in this tender, bidders will be required 
to pay a non-refundable participation fee of M2, 000 (Two thousand) maloti only. Payment details are 
specified in the bidding data sheet.

5. Bidders may obtain further information from procurement office at 52272434 52272219, 52272360, and 
52272146 or email at mosaet@lec.co.ls;qoanem@lec.co.ls;monyatsib@lec.co.ls

6. Sealed bids, bearing no identification of the Bidder, original and four (3) copies clearly marked “TENDER FOR 
PROPOSED DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF TWO-WAY RADIOS SYSTEM” must be 
deposited in a tender box situated at LEC Management Office block, reception area to the address shown 
below on or before 16th September2022 at 10:00hrs, Electronic Bidding will not be permitted. Late bids will be 
rejected. Bids will be publicly opened in the presence of the Bidders’ designated representatives and anyone 
who choose to attend at the address stated below on 16th September 2022 at 11hrs:30mins. All Bids must be 
accompanied by a fully filled and signed bid securing declaration form. 

7. The address referred to above is:
Procurement Office
53 Moshoeshoe road, industrial area, Maseru, Lesotho
P.O Box 423
Maseru 100
Telephone Numbers: (+266) 22312236, 52272219, 52272360, and 52272146

8. Email address: mosaet@lec.co.ls;qoanem@lec.co.ls;monyatsib@lec.co.ls 

9. SITE VISIT: Site Visit: There will be a pre-bid meeting and a site visit on the 06th Septenber 2022 at 10:00hrs, 
the meeting point will be MAFETENG LEC OFFICES. The bidder is advised that it is his/her responsibility to 
visit and examine the site of works and its surroundings and obtain for himself/herself, all information that 
may be necessary for preparing the tender and entering into a contract. The costs of visiting the site and 
obtaining the necessary information shall be borne by the bidder.

10. DISCLAIMER: LEC is not bound to accept the lowest or any bid. The Company also reserves the right to 
cancel the tenders before the submission or opening of tenders, postpone the tender submission/opening 
date and to accept or reject any or all tenders.
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IT is no longer a question of if but when the Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane will retire. Last week, Dr Thabane an-
nounced that he was retiring because his stamina was gone 

after more than five decades in the civil service and in active pol-
itics.

It does not matter that some think the real reasons are the 
murder allegations levelled against him and the pressure from 
his own All Basotho Convention (ABC) party. What matters most 
is that Dr Thabane is going and now that he has agreed to step 
down after the processes to appoint his successor have been 
finalised, the nation and it’s development partners are keenly 
watching the ABC to see how it will handle the succession issue.

We are also watching the unfolding developments and it is our 
hope that the ABC will seize this opportunity to not only preside 
over a smooth process but more importantly settle on a deserv-
ing candidate with the right mix of appeal to all sectors as well as 
the right credentials to lead the country out of the socio-econom-
ic and political challenges.

At the height of the ABC’s infighting in June last year, the party 
legislators loyal to deputy leader, Professor Nqosa Mahao joined 
forces to file a no confidence motion against Dr Thabane in par-
liament.

They proposed ABC chairperson Samuel Rapapa as the Care-
taker Prime Minister in place of Dr Thabane. Now as Dr Thabane 
edges towards the exit door, we do not for a second believe that 
Mr Rapapa is a shoe-in to succeed him.

Even other party stalwarts like Prof Mahao and secretary gen-
eral Lebohang Hlaele are not in the running because they do not 
meet the constitutional requirements which state that a prime 
minister should only be appointed from members of the national 
assembly, we still think there will be jostling among party heavy-
weights for the top post.

There will probably be acrimony and mudslinging among the 
aspirants but we hope that at the end of it all, the party will still 
close ranks and everyone rallies behind the chosen successor.

The ABC has no other choice but to lead the way by uniting 
because disunity and a consequent split could precipitate snap 
elections which- even by the admission of opposition Lesotho 
Congress for Democracy leader, Mothetjoa Metsing- the country 
can ill-afford them.

 We simply don’t have the money to fund snap elections and 
even if we had it, it would be better spent on education, health or 
any other developmental programme.

In any event, the country needs to embark on fresh exercise to 
delineate electoral constituencies and the voters’ roll is said to be 
in shambles and in need of updating. All of this requires a vibrant 
and functional Independent Electoral Commission (IEC). Unfor-
tunately the elections body is dysfunctional on account of there 
being no commissioners to replace the trio of Mahapela Lehohla, 
‘Mamosebi Pholo and Makase Nyaphisi whose contracts were 
not renewed by the government when they expired in January 
2019.

All these are compelling reasons why the ABC has no choice 
but to close ranks and avoid a damaging split that could collapse 
the government after nominating Dr Thabane’s successor.

The ABC has an excellent opportunity to nominate a deserving 
candidate who will appeal to the previously feuding factions as a 
unifying force. 

The ideal candidate must also be one with sufficient interna-
tional clout to appeal to regional, continental and international 
development partners. This must be someone with the requisite 
understanding of international relations to ensure that we do not 
fall foul of our regional, continental and international commit-
ments.

We would not want a repeat of the embarrassing debacle 
where the country has been issuing contradictory statements 
on the Morocco-Western Sahara conflict when the regional and 
continental position is very clear that Western Sahara has a right 
to self-determination and independence.

We therefore urge ABC members to be alive to the fact that 
theirs is a huge task with local and world implications. The task of 
choosing Dr Thabane’s successor is not a Mickey Mouse game, it 
calls for high-mindedness on the part of everyone involved.

Comment

Sunday 
Talk

Of memory and not forgetting

Thabane successor: 
ABC must put nation’s 

interests first

Words of
Wisdom

Marianne Merten

REMEMBERING the past is a conscious 
act. And who we remember in public 
spaces is a signifier of a nation’s values.

Amid the cobblestones of Bebelplatz in 
Berlin, just where Humboldt University 
stands in what used to be part of East Ger-
many, is a glass pane. Smallish, maybe 60cm 
by 60cm. Below is a stark white room with 
empty bookshelves.

This memorial commemorates the 1933 
book burning by the Nazis, whose student 
union on 10 May that year destroyed the 
writings of hundreds of freethinking authors, 
philosophers and scientists. A bronze plaque 
embedded in the cobblestones explains.

In the shadow of the university, this is a 
powerful caution. A reminder of how an act 
that may have been spectacular in its mob 
optics should have served as a warning of the 
terror that unfolded.

The Bebelplatz memorial is easily over-
looked. Not so the Memorial to the Murdered 
Jews of Europe, 2,710 stelae over 19,073 
square metres just off Brandenburg Gate and 
the Bundestag, Germany’s parliament.

Arising from journalist Lea Rosh’s proposal 
for a “memorial as a visible commitment to 
action” made during a 1988 panel discussion, 
on 25 June 1999 the Bundestag passed a res-
olution for its construction. It was completed 
in May 2005.

It is a stark reminder of Nazi terror and 
murder. It’s a caution for it never to be al-
lowed to happen again. Even if right now in 
Europe, as in the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, right-wing forces and populism 
are on the rise — and as South Africa is getting 
its own dose of fascist populism.

Memorials are of the act of remembrance 
— like the commemoration of the 75th an-
niversary of Auschwitz’s liberation at the 
memorial to Europe’s murdered Jews on 27 
January 2020 — a caution against forgetting, 
but also an account of how a city is shaped.

In Helsinki, there are public boards at 
many intersections showing how the cross-
roads looked, say 100 years ago, through the 
contrast of a rather provincial snapshot with 
the reality of a bustling avenue.

So too in Berlin. Boards along the side-
walks explain the architecture — how a sum-
mer getaway palace became a block of flats, 
or how after blocks of buildings were razed in 
World War II, the East Germans built “luxury 
apartments” that still exist today.

The structure with the greatest impact 
was the wall that cut through Berlin. Today 
it’s clearly visible, with paving stones mark-
ing the course of the wall in many parts of 
the now unified German capital. 

At the Bundestag the wall literally put the 

bombed-out Reichtstag, as it was known, on 
the side of the Western Allies and the MPs’ 
offices on the East side.

The graffiti of Russian soldiers liberating 
Berlin in May 1945 is integral to the Bun-
destag building today as is a more modern 
tribute to democracy — a column on which 
flashes the transcripts of House debates.

The Wall Memorial at Bernauer Strasse 
graphically illustrates how a community was 
divided in one fell swoop in 1961. On the wall 
of one broken terrace of housing is a gigantic 
photo depicting Garten Strasse then. The 
now with construction at the underground 
train station is today’s reality.

Rusted iron rods running along the paving 
stones marking the route of the wall are one 
part of the memorial, fragments of the origi-
nal wall, including foundations for spotlights, 
are another.

As are markers to those who fled, or tried 
to flee.

It is this attention to the individual histo-
ries and acts of ordinary persons that runs 
like a golden thread through the memorials 
against forgetting.

Acts of courage, victims and survivors are 
honoured by their individual recognition – in 
name, and through images and personal pos-
sessions.

This is a historical perspective that hon-
ours Everyman — and goes beyond elite hag-
iographies.

Significantly, in this approach to memory 
and not forgetting, the perpetrators of the 
Nazi terror and murders are held accountable 
also by being identified by name, in photos 
and in survivors’ accounts — even if those 
Nazis committed suicide, escaped abroad or 
received minimal jail terms. 

And the Nazi correspondence that chilling-
ly lists numbers of people killed is on display 
to highlight the guise of legitimacy Nazis gave 
the terror and murders of millions of Jews, 
and those of different political convictions, 
gays, physically and mentally disabled, the 

Roma and Sinti.
Many of the memorials are less than 3o 

years old, as the November 1989 fall of the 
wall appears to have been a catalyst. But the 
more recent memorials are not at odds with 
others such as the Soviet War Memorial in 
Tiergarten, dedicated to the Russian soldiers 
who fell, as the inscription states, in the fight 
against fascism.

The decision to support all these memori-
als from the public purse is crucial — as is the 
free admission at most. The memorials are 
part of the official Visit Berlin website.

Berlin’s memorials against forgetting are 
a public expression of a commitment to not 
allow the emergence of the inhumane, the 
atrocious and the undemocratic

They are living history that places the indi-
vidual at the centre — in tribute to acts of cour-
age, determination and persistence against 
terror, but also in condemnation of participa-
tion and complicity in the Nazi terror.

Herein lies a crucial lesson for South Africa. 
— DM

l Marianne Merten has written on Par-
liament since 2016 for Daily Maverick. 

The views in this article do not 
reflect those of the Sunday Express, 

but those of the writer.

It isn’t the mountains ahead 
to climb that wear you out; 
it’s the pebble in your shoe. 

— Muhammad Ali
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With all eyes on Ukraine, where is the 
world and Africa on the Tigray tragedy?

Time to act against 
food insecurity

AT least 229 000 Basotho are currently experiencing a severe 
food crisis and are in urgent need of aid, according to the 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC).

The IPC is a global multi-partner initiative for improving food 
security and nutrition analysis and decision-making. The situa-
tion is expected to deteriorate from October 2022 to March 2023, 
with the number of those experiencing an acute food shortage 
rising exponentially to 320 000 the report said. 

It states that Mohale’s Hoek, Quthing, Thaba Tseka and Qacha’s 
Nek are currently in the “crisis” phase while the remaining six 
districts are in the slightly better “stressed” category. However, 
all the districts except for Leribe and Butha-Buthe will enter the 
“crisis” category in October as food stocks deplete in most house-
holds.  

The IPC’s latest analysis shows the worrying extent of Lesotho’s 
food situation. But this is nothing new. We often find ourselves 
starring famine in the face year in year out due to successive 
droughts or other climate change induced reasons. 

We are somehow lucky that the food crisis in the country has 
over the years been prevented from degenerating into outright 
famine by food assistance mainly spearheaded by World Food 
Programme (WFP) and other international development part-
ners. But we cannot continue to bring out the begging bowl each 
time we face a food shortage. It is time we stand on our own.

We are a country of only two million and endowed with fa-
vourable weather for farming and abundant water resources 
that should enable us to feed ourselves and even export grain, 
yet we have failed to transform from subsistence to commercial 
farming. Most people are dependent on labour-intensive but low 
yielding subsistence farming practices which rely on rain fed wa-
ter. It is against this background that Lesotho should seriously 
start thinking of investing in irrigation farming.

The country could feed itself and even export grain to mines 
in South Africa during the days of the late former Prime Minister 
Leabua Jonathan. We can do it again. 

Jonathan empowered Basotho to feed themselves. That’s the 
way to go but for this to happen farmers need government sup-
port. We need a government that is pro-active to ensure that peo-
ple are food secure.

With elections due to be held on 7 October, most political lead-
ers are promising to ensure food security by promoting commer-
cial agriculture if elected to power. Such promises are not new, 
and it remains to be seen if any of the politicians will finally walk 
their talk. We are tired of rhetoric.

All Basotho Convention (ABC) leader, Nkaku Kabi, told the Sun-
day Express’ sister publication, the Lesotho Times, last weekend 
that the government erred by introducing a monthly M30 million 
fuel subsidy in July for the next six months. 

The M180 million fuel subsidy should have been used to ac-
quire implements such as seeds and fertiliser ahead of this year’s 
farming season, he said. It makes sense to some extent.

Successive governments have promised to promote resilience 
building initiatives, such as climate-smart agriculture but not 
much has been done on the ground to fulfill this. We need to see 
the government giving backyard gardening inputs for poor and 
very poor households, among that cushioning measures.

The government should provide agricultural inputs to farming 
households that cannot afford access to them. 

We also expect the Directorate of Corruption and Economic Of-
fences (DCEO) to intensify its probe into allegations that a tender 
to supply the government with fertiliser for the 2022 summer 
cropping season was corruptly awarded. 

The awarding of the tender to Bishop David Thakadu Ramela 
of the St Paul African Apostolic Church, got tongues wagging. 
Some people were of the view that the clergyman was probably 
being rewarded for his role in mediating between Prime Minister 
Moeketsi Majoro and Mr Kabi.

The two have been involved in a bitter power struggle which 
threatens to scupper the ruling party’s chances of retaining its 
majority in government after the 7 October 2022 elections. 

The planting season is also almost upon us and the government 
by now should have made sure that farmers have enough imple-
ments. Anything less than this is sheer negligence.

ON 19 August 2022, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Di-
rector-General of the World 

Health Organization, announced that 
the humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia 
was worse than the one in Ukraine. 
But ever since Russian President 
Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine on 
24 February, the global community 
has been falling over itself to find 
solutions to this complex, violent 
conflict.

Some African Union (AU) leaders 
have also expressed serious con-
cerns and have become active in 
trying to resolve the war in Ukraine. 
For instance, the AU chairperson, 
President Macky Sall of Senegal, paid 
a visit to Russia, while the envoys of 
the two warring countries have con-
tinued to solicit support in Africa for 
their respective efforts.

By 14 August, the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights had 
recorded 13,212 civilian casualties 
in Ukraine (5,514 killed and 7,698 
injured). In Tigray, by contrast, The 
Globe and Mail in Canada reported 
in March that between 50,000 and 
100,000 people had been killed, be-
tween 150,000 and 200,000 had died 
from starvation, and more than 
100,000 had died through a lack of 
access to healthcare facilities.

Basic amenities such as schools, 
electricity and hospitals have been 
destroyed. More than two million 
people have fled their homes and 
an additional 2.5 million need life-
saving humanitarian assistance in 
the war-affected areas. In addition 
to this, the media have also become 
victims due to their restricted access 
to the war zone — no thanks to the 
Ethiopian government.

As predicted at the beginning of 
the Russia-Ukraine war, the conflict 
in Europe has shifted the attention of 
the global community from conflict 
situations in Africa to those in Eu-
rope. In furtherance of North-South 
relations, Africa continues to attract 
less attention from the global pow-
ers.

For instance, the United States, 
under President Joe Biden, has al-
located about $54-billion in aid and 
military equipment to Ukraine, while 
it has sent about $488-million to help 
those suffering in the 18-month con-
flict in Ethiopia.

Similarly, the United Kingdom has 
offered an estimated £2.3-billion in 
military support to Ukraine. This is in 
addition to the £1.5-billion in human-
itarian and economic aid extended to 
the country since the outbreak of the 
war.

Between November 2020 and Oc-
tober 2021, the UK donated about 
£75-million to ameliorate suffering 
in the war-torn zone in Africa. While 
the Russia-Ukraine situation is dif-
ferent from the Ethiopia-Tigray war, 
Europe and the United States have 
shown less commitment to combat-
ing the threats to lives in Africa.

Racialisation of migration
Furthermore, the war in Europe has 
also exposed the racialisation of the 
European Union’s (EU) stance on mi-
gration, as Ukrainian migrants are 
gladly received by EU member states, 
while African migrants — fleeing vio-
lent conflict — have been regularly 
subjected to inhumane conditions.

Why is the world turning its eyes 
from the plight of Africans, includ-
ing the merciless killings in Tigray? 
While this should not be a rude shock, 
one would have expected more com-
mitment from African leaders, the 
African Union and other regional 
groups to forge ahead with helping 
to prevent the hundreds of thousands 
of innocents lives from being lost in 
Ethiopia, thereby activating the long-
forgotten slogan, “African solutions to 
African problems”.

Ironically, the distance between 
the Tigray war zone and the seat of 
the AU in Addis Ababa is less than 
1,000km.

In addition to this intentional or 
unintentional neglect by the African 
Union, other segments of the conti-
nent — including the academic com-
munity and mass media — are also 
culpable.

In Africa, the Russia-Ukraine war 
has received wider coverage in the 
mass media, and the research and 
think-tank communities have con-
tinued to host hundreds of webinars 
and in-person engagements on the 
crisis, while practitioners of peace 
and conflict in Africa have become 
so busy. Since November 2020, when 
the Ethiopian government started its 
military operation in Tigray, the siege 
has not received this type of atten-
tion.

AU incapacity
Many commentators have committed 
the sin of neglecting the AU’s financial 

and institutional incapacity to live up 
to its expectations. However, the Af-
rican Union could have performed 
better in terms of promoting peace 
and security on the continent — its 
peace and security architecture has 
underperformed.

The AU’s African Standby Force 
(ASF) has refused to “stand by” and 
be dispatched to conflict areas such 
as Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and Mozambique, where sub-region-
al forces have been operating.

The inability of the ASF to take 
charge in conflicts in Africa is par-
ticularly bizarre because the 14th Ex-
traordinary Assembly on Silencing 
the Guns, which was held in Decem-
ber 2020, declared the full operation-
alisation of the ASF and mandated 
the AU’s Peace and Security Council 
to use its framework to mandate and 
authorise its Peace Support Opera-
tions.

What has happened to the AU’s 
Panel of the Wise, or its Continental 
Early Warning System (CEWS)? It is 
difficult to locate the main core of the 
warning system. While some have 
accused African actors of neglect-
ing credible early warning reports 
of looming outbreaks of conflict or 
humanitarian crises, others have at-
tributed its struggles to institutional 
incapacity and the complex flow of 
information among different struc-
tures of the CEWS.

Incidentally, the last tenure of the 
Panel of the Wise ended before the 
siege of Tigray in 2020. The revitali-
sation of the five-member panel in 
March 2022 should give hope to Af-
rica’s troubled zones, starting with 
the urgency to resolve the hostility 
between the Tigray leadership and 
the Ethiopian government.

The Institute for Pan-African 
Thought and Conversation will host 
a three-day symposium to reflect on 
the AU@20 in Pretoria from 2-4 No-
vember. Apart from engaging the 
performances of the AU@20, at the 
top of the agenda will be how to en-
sure sustainable peace and proffer 
sustainable policy templates to en-
hance the AU’s regional approach to 
development.

No price is too high for peace and 
security. The continental body and 
other regional leaders have the re-
sponsibility to make “All Lives Mat-
ter” on the continent. — DM

Dr Adeoye O Akinola is Head of 
Research and teaching at the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg’s Institute 
for Pan-African Thought and Con-
versation, South Africa.
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Religion
A Bahá’í Perspective

with
Flora Teckie

Human beings are created inherently noble
WE are created inherently noble and 

have the capacity to build a just, 
peaceful and prosperous world. 

Due to the current situation in the world, 
however, many people have come to believe 
that war, conflict and aggression are innate 
to the human nature and cannot therefore 
be eradicated. How often do we hear people 
say: There have always been wars and there 
always will be. Such views of human nature 
and related attitudes and behaviours, has 
contributed greatly to the problems in our 
societies today, including social conflicts, war, 
and moral and spiritual apathy. 

 There is need to re-assess such assump-
tions. To live in a peaceful world is what we 
all dream of and hope to achieve one day. It 
is the Bahá’í belief that, achieving peace, calls 
for fundamental changes in our mindset and 
the acceptance that human beings have an in-
nate capacity for cooperation and harmony.  

According to the Bahá’í Writings: “God has 
created man lofty and noble, made him a 
dominant factor in creation. 

He has specialized man with supreme be-
stowals, conferred upon him mind, percep-
tion, memory, abstraction and the powers of 
the senses. These gifts of God to man were 
intended to make him the manifestation of 
divine virtues, a radiant light in the world of 
creation, a source of life and the agency of 
constructiveness in the infinite fields of exist-
ence”. 

Two sides of human nature 
Human nature has two sides, as stated in the 

following quotation from the Bahá’í Writings: 
“In man there are two natures; his spiritual or 
higher nature and his material or lower na-
ture. In one he approaches God, in the other he 
lives for the world alone.”  

One has to remember that, although hu-
man beings exist on earth in physical bodies, 
but the essential identity of each individual 
is defined by an invisible, rational, and im-
mortal soul. The Bahá’í Writings confirm the 
existence of a separate, rational soul for every 
human being and that in this life the soul is 
associated to the physical body. It provides 
the underlying animation for the body, and 
is our real self.  Our spiritual capacities and 
qualities, being part of the immortal soul, will 
eternally endure, while the body and its ca-
pacities will not.   

 The Bahá’í Writings explain that, “…We 
have three aspects of our humanness, so to 
speak, a body, a mind and an immortal iden-
tity — soul or spirit,” and that: “The endow-
ments which distinguish the human race from 
all other forms of life are summed up in what 
is known as the human spirit; the mind is its 
essential quality.

 These endowments have enabled human-
ity to build civilizations and to prosper mate-
rially. But such accomplishments alone have 
never satisfied the human spirit, whose mys-
terious nature inclines it towards transcend-
ence, a reaching towards an invisible realm, 
towards the ultimate reality, that unknowable 
essence of essences called God. The religions 
brought to mankind by a succession of spir-
itual luminaries have been the primary link 

between humanity and that ultimate reality, 
and have galvanized and refined mankind’s 
capacity to achieve spiritual success together 
with social progress”. 

Developing our inherent capacities
We need to develop the powers and capaci-
ties latent within us, for our own intellectual 
and spiritual growth and well-being, and to 
be able to contribute our share to advance-
ment of civilization. The purpose of educa-
tion is to influence and guide this process.  

As such, education should lead to the dis-
covery and perfection of one’s capabilities 
and instil a commitment to serve the best 
interests of one’s community and the world 
as a whole. To achieve this, we need balanced 
education: moral empowerment as well as 
intellectual development. We need to ad-
vance individually and also to contribute to 
advancement of civilization. 

In nature there is the law of the survival 

of the fittest. Without proper education one 
can follow such inclination. The purpose of 
education must be to rescue us from the de-
mands and defects of nature and to awaken 
our capability of controlling and appropriat-
ing nature’s bounties. 

If we allow a developed land to return to 
its natural state, it would become a field of 
thorns and useless weeds, but by cultivation 
it will become fertile and will yield a harvest. 
“Therefore, it is not intended that the world of 
humanity should be left to its natural state. It 
is in need of the education divinely provided 
for it. The holy, heavenly Manifestations of 
God have been the Teachers. They are the di-
vine Gardeners Who transform the jungles of 
human nature into fruitful orchards and make 
the thorny places blossom as the rose”, state 
the Bahá’í Writings.

Considering that human beings are created 
noble, to develop our inherent capacities, and 
to build a just and peaceful world, material 
aspects of life and community development – 
whether environmental, economic, social or 
legal — must be driven by spiritual principles 
and priorities.  

The Bahá’í International Community 
states:“… communities that thrive and prosper 
today will do so because they acknowledge the 
spiritual dimension of human nature and make 
the moral, emotional and intellectual develop-
ment of the individual a central priority”. 

For feedback please contact: bahai.leso-
tho@gmail.com; or call +266 56715009

Website:  www.bahai.org

Kingdom of Lesotho

LESOTHO ELECTRICITY GENERATION COMPANY
Ministry of Energy and Meteorology

ADVERTISEMENT FOR A STUDY TO DEVELOP A STORAGE FACILITY FOR SOLAR GENERATION PLANT AT 
RAMAROTHOLE

PROJECT NAME: Feasibility Study for Development of Solar Generation Plant Storage at Ramarothole
SOURCE OF FUNDS: Funded by Government of Lesotho
 
1. Background
Lesotho Electricity Generation Company (LEGCO) is a statutory body registered under Companies Act of 2011 
registration number 70536 to manage electricity generation in Lesotho operating under the Ministry of Energy and 
Meteorology. The mandate of LEGCO is to ensure that Lesotho is self- sufficient in its power supply, starting with 
solar generation plant at Ha-Ramarothole in Mafeteng. LEGCO therefore invites applications from a suitably qualified 
and locally registered or international consultancy company to explore or assess the costed potential of solar power 
generation storage facilities in Lesotho.
 
The consultant will undertake a study on implementation of solar power storage options in the country. 
The assignment is to be completed within a period of three months.

Interested consultants and consultancy firms should provide information demonstrating their qualifications and 
relevant experience to perform the assignment including experience of projects related to the assignment, brief 
description of the most recent relevant assignment showing location, clients, staff involved; availability of key 
personnel for the assignment stating their qualifications, experience and sustainability as well as cost of service.

Guided site inspection shall be conducted on request. Tender documents with complete information can be 
obtained from the procurement unit of LEGCO from the 15th August 2022 at  M2000.00 cash (non-refundable, and 
to be paid in the accounts section of the Ministry of Energy and Meteorology, 80 Constitution Road, Government 
Complex, Maseru. For further details contact mobile phone: 63856503 or email jefffanyane@yahoo.com. A receipt 
of payment will be issued and is to be submitted to procurement unit at LEGCO Offices situated at House no.251 
Honeymoon Park, Maseru West, for tender document collection.

Tender amounts must be inclusive of 15% VAT and all proposals must have valid tax clearance certificates and traders 
licences certified at source attached to them as a mandatory requirement.

The evaluation criteria will be based on: Quality of service delivery as response to RFP (approach and work-plan with 
clear time frames), Experience of firm on similar assignments, Availability of qualified and experienced personnel, 
Cost of service offered and Quality of proposal (Clarity).

Submission: Closing date for submission of proposals is on the 15thSeptember 2022 at 12 noon and will be publicly 
opened at LEGCO Offices at the address shown below, on the same day at 14:30. Late tenders shall be rejected. 
Proposals must be e-mailed to jefffanyane@yahoo.com as PDF document. For physical submissions, proposals 
shall be sent in sealed envelopes and dropped in the Tender Box at LEGCO offices at the address below: Lesotho 
Electricity Generation Company, House No. 251, Honeymoon Park, Maseru West, MASERU, Tel: 63856503, E-mail- 
jefffanyane@yahoo.com

Physical submissions shall be in one original and four copies for Technical proposals and one original and four copies 
for Financial proposals. Each proposal shall be clearly written FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOLAR 
GENERATION PLANT STORAGE and clearly indicating, in writing, whether each proposal is a technical or a financial 
proposal as well as whether it is an original or a copy.

Conditions: LESOTHO ELECTRICITY GENERATION COMPANY shall not be held liable for any costs incurred for the 
preparation of proposals to be submitted. The Ministry of Energy and Meteorology and LEGCO reserve the right 
to cancel the above mentioned proposal at any time during the procurement process and is under no obligation to 
select any tender on the basis of price. 

LESOTHO ELECTRICITY COMPANY (PTY) LTD
LESOTHO RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ENERGY ACCESS PROJECT (LREEAP)

REQUEST FOR CURRICULA VITAE
FINANCE SPECIALIST

1. Background
The Government of Lesotho (GoL) has received funding from the IDA World Bank and the SREP for the Lesotho Renewable Energy and 
Electricity Access Project (LREEAP) amounting to US$ 52.9 million. The objective of the project is to increase access to electricity in rural and 
peri-urban areas of Lesotho. The project will accelerate electricity access along two dimensions: (i) grid extension to economic development 
zones in peri-urban areas, and (ii) the deployment of mini-grids to reach rural and remote communities. The Lesotho Electricity Company 
(Pty) Ltd has been mandated by the Government of Lesotho to implement the following components under LREEAP namely; Component 
1A - Grid Extension to Peri-urban Areas of Lesotho; Component 1B - Grid Extension for Electrification of Rural Villages; and Component 2A - 
Rehabilitation and Upgrade of LEC mini-grid in Semonkong.

For the implementation of the above-mentioned components, LEC wishes to engage a Financial Management Specialist on a full time, three 
(3) years fixed contract to support the LEC Project Implementation Unit (PIU). The successful candidate will, in coordination with the LEC 
Finance Division, manage all financial aspects under the project and adhere to good practices and governance, in strict accordance with the 
LREEAP financial management agreements and guidelines as well as the Financial Management Principles of the GoL, LEC and the World 
Bank.

2. Objective of the assignment
The main objective will be to manage all financial aspects and processes of the LREEAP, in close coordination with LEC Finance Division.

3. Scope of Services and Responsibilities:
•	 Prepare financial management progress reports on project funds.
•	 Process payments for all related project expenditure.
•	 Establish proper financial accounting and control systems for the project.
•	 Prepare quarterly unaudited Interim Financial Reports (IFRs) for the project accounts.
•	 Ensure implementation of World Bank and Government of Lesotho principles of budgeting, accounting, auditing and financial man-

agement are fully integrated.
•	 Review audited financial statements received, monitor the borrowers’ compliance with financial covenants including audit compli-

ance.
•	 Prepare the project’s annual accounts and financial statements within 3 months after the end of the accounting.
•	 Facilitate day to day work and activity level implementation of financial resources
•	 Keep separate account for Government contribution, loan, and grant of each sub-project.
•	 Ensure accurate and timely report submission and to ensure smooth flow of funds from financier to contractor/suppliers.
•	 Facilitate the Auditor with the necessary documentation as may be required during the project audits.
•	 Report directly to LEC PIU Project Manager.

4. Qualifications 
•	 Minimum Bachelor ‘s Degree in Accounting or Financial Management: CA will be an added advantage.
•	 At least seven (7) years of work experience in similar field. Experience in infrastructure investment projects or energy sector is an 

added advantage;
•	 Minimum five (5) years relevant experience or knowledge of the implementation of projects funded by International Financial 

Institutions;
•	 Valid Driver’s License - (5 years and more of issue).
•	 Proven experience in operationalizing financial and accounting standards;
•	 Knowledge of relevant financial policies of major donor agencies (e.g., World Bank) and Lesotho National Financial Policies;
•	 Demonstrated experience in supervision of financial audits;
•	 Must have a drivers’ license with at least 5 years driving experience
•	 Proven computer skills and use of accounting softwares such as TOMPRO;
•	 Excellent reporting skills

5. Personal attributes
•	 Excellent interpersonal and intercultural skills.
•	 Methodological and disciplined approach to work.
•	 Independent decision making within field of expertise.

Interested candidates must email their CVs and certified copies of their certificates and transcripts in PDF format only to careers@
lec.co.ls on or before Friday 09th September 2022. Reference on the email subject line should be LREAP: FM 0001 on all applications.
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Vodacom launches greening project in Mafeteng

TŠEPO 
Ntaopane.

’Marafaele Mohloboli

TELECOMMUNICATIONS giant, Voda-
com Lesotho, has partnered with Li-
momonane Trust to officially launch a 

nationwide sustainable rural greening and 
forest restoration project.

The initiative kicked off last year at Menk-
hoaneng, Leribe before going to Thaba-Bo-
siu. The Raliemere ‘Green Fest’ in Mafeteng 
over the weekend marked the official launch 
of the campaign.

Vodacom said the campaign was part of 
an ambitious plan to plant one million trees 
in line with the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals (SGDs).

The weekend event included the plant-
ing of 200 trees over the Raliemere plain in 
Mafeteng, panel discussions, games and fes-
tivities aimed at raising awareness about the 
need to plant more trees. 

Speaking during the tree planting exercise 
at Motsekuoa High School, Vodacom’s ex-

ternal affairs manager, Katleho Pefole said, 
“We are pleased to continue to be involved 
with this noble initiative as it aligns natu-
rally with our purpose of not only protect-
ing, but also nurturing the planet as a caring 
organisation”.

For her part, Limomonane Trust founder, 
Lipuo Nkholi, appealed to the principal of 
the school, Moqhali Matšela, to encourage 
students to look after the trees and ensure 
that they are not destroyed.

“We have been planting trees for a long 
time but they were not suitable for this 
dry area. We have now specifically chosen 
Raliemere as an arid area to undertake this 
greening project. We appreciate the need to 
plant more trees,” Ms Nkholi said,

On his part, Tšepo Ntaopane, Vodacom’s 
head of external and regulatory affairs, said 
their wish was to plant a whole forest in the 
area.

According to a statement from Vodacom, 
the aim of the campaign is to create a green 

belt across the most arid parts of the coun-
try. The belt is expected to link with other 
green parts such as Thaba-Tseka, rural Bu-
tha-Buthe and Leribe in the north. 

“Other green belts along the South African 
frontier are also expected to spread the lush 
green blanket all the way to the sea,” the 
company said.

So far, the Vodacom/Limomonane-led 
initiative has seen more than 50 000 trees 
planted across the country over the past six 
months. 

The two companies also held the 
Raliemere ‘Green Fest’. The event gave small 
businesses an opportunity to showcase their 
products such as handicrafts. 

They said they plan to make the show an 
annual event after it attracted the Ministries 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Soil Conserva-
tion, and Small Business Development. The 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and several local companies have 
also given the initiative the nod.

1.
POSITION   : SUBJECT OFFICER – BIOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY
NO. OF POSITIONS  : 1
RESPONSIBLE TO  : SUBJECT MANAGER
TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT : PERMANENT & PENSIONABLE
Job Summary
Under the general supervision of the Subject Manager, the Subject Officer – Biology and Chemistry is responsible 
for the development of assessment strategies and instruments, marking and grading to ensure valid and reliable 
evaluation of candidate’s achievement. The incumbent maintains assessment practices comparable with regional and 
international education standards.

Duties:
•	 Implements strategies aimed at enhancing the credibility of assessment of candidates’ competencies in Biology 

and Chemistry, and education as a whole.
•	 Develops curriculum content and assessment standards in collaboration with the National Curriculum 

Development Centre to ensure clear achievement standards.
•	 Collaborates and supports curriculum developments, Inspectorate to facilitate an alignment of curriculum, 

instruction and the assessment.
•	 Recommends qualified service providers for assessment of candidates, including those with special educational 

needs.
•	 Oversees development of assessment strategies and documents, and edit them for accuracy of content, fairness 

and alignment with learning standards.
•	 Assesses candidates using valid instruments and contemporary assessment strategies that cater for different 

assessment needs including candidates with special needs.
•	 Monitors accuracy and consistency in marking of candidates’ scripts, and evaluates competency of markers.  
•	 Periodically assesses the availability of markers and devise strategies for maintaining a rich pool.  
•	 Evaluates the impact of assessment innovations in the education system for appropriate remedial intervention.
•	 Supports bench-marking initiatives aimed at achieving regional and international recognition of Lesotho’s 

educational qualifications.
•	 Periodically feedbacks schools on the performance of candidates in the examinations or assessments to 

encourage continuous improvement.
•	 Supports initiatives towards improvement of the curriculum, teachers’ professional support on assessment 

matters, for harmonization of practices as well as fostering good professional relations.

Qualifications and Experience
•	 Master’s Degree in Education with specialisation in Biology and Physics. Experience in marking and development 

of assessment strategies and instruments, plus three years in a managerial position in education related field OR 
a Degree in Education with specialisation in Biology and Physics, plus a minimum of five years related experience 
in the field

•	 Certificate in Special Education will be an added advantage.
   
2.
POSITION   : SUBJECT OFFICER – LINGUISTICS & LITERACY
NO. OF POSITIONS  : 1
RESPONSIBLE TO  : SUBJECT MANAGER
TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT : PERMANENT & PENSIONABLE
Job Summary
Under the general supervision of the Subject Manager, the Subject Officer – Linguistics and Literacy is responsible 
for the development of assessment strategies and instruments, marking and grading of candidates to ensure valid 
and reliable evaluation of their performance. The incumbent should maintain assessment practices comparable with 
regional and international education standards.

Duties:
•	 Implements strategies aimed at enhancing the credibility of the assessment of Linguistics and Literary skills, and 

education as a whole.
•	 Develops Linguistics and Literary curriculum content and assessment standards in collaboration with the 

National Curriculum Development Centre to ensure clear achievement standards.
•	 Collaborates and supports curriculum developments, Inspectorate to facilitate an alignment of curriculum, 

Examinations Council of Lesotho
Employment Vacancies

The Examinations Council of Lesotho [ECoL] invites expressions of interest from suitably qualified local candidates for the following positions;

instruction and the assessment of Linguistics and Literary competencies.
•	 Recommends qualified service providers for assessment of candidates, including those with special educational 

needs.
•	 Oversees development of assessment strategies and documents, and edits them for accuracy of content, 

fairness and alignment with learning standards.
•	 Monitors accuracy and consistency in marking of candidates’ scripts, and evaluates competency of markers.  
•	 Periodically assesses the availability of markers and strategies of maintaining a rich pool.  
•	 Evaluates the impact of assessment innovations in the education system for appropriate remedial intervention.
•	 Supports benchmarking initiatives in the assessment of Linguistic and Literary skills and other processes that 

are aimed at achieving regional and international recognition of Lesotho’s educational qualifications.
•	 Supports initiatives towards improvement of the curriculum, teachers’ professional support on assessment 

matters, for harmonization of practices as well as fostering good professional relations.

Qualifications and Experience
Master’s Degree in Education with specialisation in English Language. Experience in marking and development of 
assessment strategies and instruments, and three years in managerial position in education related field OR a Degree 
in Education with specialisation in English plus a minimum of five years teaching or related experience. in the field

3.
POSITION   : SUBJECT OFFICER – MATHEMATICS & PHYSICS
NO. OF POSITIONS  : 1
RESPONSIBLE TO  : SUBJECT MANAGER
TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT : PERMANENT & PENSIONABLE

Job Summary
Under the general supervision of the Subject Manager, the Subject Officer is responsible for the development 
of assessment instruments, marking and grading of candidates to ensure valid and reliable evaluation of their 
performance. The incumbent should strive for assessment practices comparable with regional and international 
education standards.

Duties:
•	 Implements strategies aimed at enhancing the credibility of the assessment of candidates’ competencies in 

Mathematics and Physics, and education as a whole.
•	 Develops Mathematics and Physics content and assessment standards in collaboration with the National 

Curriculum Development Centre to ensure clear achievement standards.
•	 Collaborates and supports curriculum developments, Inspectorate to facilitate an alignment of curriculum, 

instruction and the assessment.
•	 Recommends qualified service providers for assessment of candidates in Mathematics and Physics, including 

those with special educational needs.
•	 Oversees development of assessment strategies and documents, and edits them for accuracy of content, 

fairness and alignment with learning standards.
•	 Assesses candidates using valid instruments and contemporary assessment strategies that cater for different 

assessment needs including candidates with special needs.
•	 Monitors accuracy and consistency in marking of candidates’ scripts, and evaluates competency of markers.  
•	 Periodically assesses the availability of markers and strategies on ways of maintaining a rich pool.  
•	 Evaluates the impact of assessment innovations in the education system for appropriate remedial intervention.
•	 Supports bench-marking initiatives aimed at achieving regional and international recognition of Lesotho’s 

educational qualifications.
•	 Periodically feedbacks schools on the performance of candidates in the examinations or assessments to 

encourage continuous improvement.
•	 Supports initiatives towards improvement of the curriculum, teachers’ professional support on assessment 

matters, for harmonization of practices as well as fostering good professional relations.

Qualifications and Experience
Master’s Degree in Education with specialisation in Mathematics and Physics. Experience in marking and development 
of assessment strategies and instruments, and three years in managerial position in education related field OR a 
Degree in Education with specialisation in Mathematics plus a minimum of five years teaching or related experience 
in the field.

Address your application, with a covering letter explaining interest, and a detailed résumé showing three contactable referees to: 

The Human Resources Manager
Examinations Council of Lesotho

P.O. Box 507
Maseru 100

 The closing date for the submission of applications is Friday, 23rd September, 2022 at 16:00. Correspondence will only be done with short listed candidates.



Zodwa Wabantu goes from 
selling chickens to charging 
R35 000 for bookings

CONTROVERSIAL entertainer Zodwa Wabantu 
has built a solid brand in the South African en-
tertainment industry.

She is always booked to perform in and around the 
country and she has crowds flock to see her shake her 
booty in her thong.

Taking to her Instagram page, the “Zodwa Wabantu: 
Uncensored” star shared her extravagant booking fee 
for the summer.

While other Mzansi celebrities like Zakes Bantwini 
or Uncle Waffles have been known to charge more, 
Wabantu comes in at a staggering R35K per event.

Her followers, of course, had plenty to say about her 
booking fee with some trying to understand how she 
arrived at this figure but Wabantu seems to think it’s a 
“reasonable” amount.

Speaking to Daily Sun, Wabantu explained why she 
kept her booking fee at a “reasonable” R35 000.

She explained that just because she is one of the 
most famous faces in Mzansi it doesn’t mean she’s 
greedy and invoices large booking fees.

“I’ve managed to build my brand to be this huge. It’s 
no longer being recognised only in Mzansi, but also 
internationally.

“I even have a reality show. I’m one of the biggest 
in Mzansi, but that doesn”t mean I should be greedy. 
That is why I’ll stick to R35k,” Wabantu told the pub-
lication.

The dancer is certainly internationally recognised 
as she will be jetting off to Istanbul, Turkey, in Septem-
ber

“Money is Power” she wrote in part of her post 
along with sharing the poster of the gig.

The entertainer has shown that she doesn’t just 
make her money from performances.

She’s also known to keep the hustle real.
Wabantu’s known for selling eggs, chickens and 

even vegetables to secure the bag. — IOL

ZODWA Wabantu.

Xpress
PEOPLE

The entertainer has shown 
that she doesn’t just make her 
money from performances.
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President Emmerson Mnangagwa, please deliver a 
government that will attract Zimbabweans home

South Africa needs a comprehensive, multifaceted 
strategy to curb the economic impact of piracy

EMMERSON Mnangagwa.

THE theft of content deprives creatives of a living and harms 
businesses and investor confidence.

Maruping Phepheng

Dear Mr President Mnangagwa,

I write to you humbly, as a pan-Africanist, 
one pregnant with hope that one day Af-
rica will be one. I feel comfortable writing 

to you because I know that you are a pan-Afri-
canist whose burning desire is to see a united 
and prosperous Africa. 

To state the obvious, Mr President, mil-
lions of your countrymen have made their 
way across the border into South Africa, the 
region’s economic power. This would be nice 
if the mobility was voluntary but, as we all 
know, it isn’t. They have run from persecu-
tion, from hunger, from joblessness, from a 
government — yours, sir, that will not hesi-
tate to apply force to quash opponents.

Your (in)actions have many, far-reaching 
consequences, Mr President. One such conse-
quence is that a pan-Africanist political party 
like the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) 
now stands accused of protecting (il)legal 
African immigrants who are not wanted in 
South Africa. 

While you are oppressing and suffocat-
ing your own people, sending them fleeing 
through the non-existent borders of South 
Africa (and other countries), you are burden-
ing the EFF to defend them (even if “burden-
ing” the EFF is probably false because I feel 
sure that party’s position will simply but pro-
foundly be that no African is a foreigner any-
where in Africa). 

Another consequence is a lot weightier be-
cause your (in)actions, Mr President, have the 
potential to shape how people — especially 
the ignorant among South Africans, conduct 
themselves during the next elections. 

In other words, your (in)actions can (in)
directly determine the electoral fortunes of 
political parties outside of your own country. 
That can’t be right, Mr President. You can’t be 
a proud president, surely, if your bad record 
at governance becomes the reason for chaos 
in another country.

Govern, Mr President, such that you do not 
make it necessary for your citizens to take 
advantage of South Africa’s porous borders, 
where they face danger and constant fear. 
Without documents, your countrymen in 
South Africa have no right to work and have 
difficulty accessing basic amenities. 

Because you don’t govern in their interest, 
they flee to Phophi Ramathuba’s South Africa, 

where they face potential detention and ex-
pulsion, where they live a life of enduring 
uncertainty. 

Deliver a government that will attract Zim-
babweans back home, Mr President. Deliver 
a government that will attract the world to 
your country. Right now South Africa is up in 
arms, torn between supporting your country-
men or deporting them back to you. 

The fact of the matter, as you certainly 
must know, Mr President, is that repression 
in your country — a legacy that is yours — 
has a direct effect on South Africa. 

As hostility towards (il)legal immigrants in-
tensifies, your countrymen become the prin-
cipal target of violence. While you are watch-
ing worry-free, apparently happy to misman-
age your country, South Africans will end up 
killing each other for this. 

Right now some South Africans are taking 
the law into their own hands, hunting down 
and terrorising your people because, while 
you are watching worry-free, South Africans 
believe that your people are illegal foreign-
ers whose preoccupation is to conduct them-
selves criminally. 

Given how bad things actually are, you 
will be forgiven to accept that South Africa is 
a country mismanaged by the most corrupt 
among its citizens and, because of that, you 
will be forgiven to charge that it, South Africa, 
does not have the capacity to provide for its 
own citizens. 

You might have a point, Mr President. This 
writer certainly believes that. But another 
person will also be right to say that if you 
were not heading a corrupt and incompetent 
government yourself, a lot of the people who 
have left your shores to carve a better life in 
South Africa would not have left in the first 
place.

You are an elder, Mr President, a powerful 
elder who is entrusted with the role to lead 
your country to prosperity. Let Nkrumah and 
Nyerere and Sankara smile in their graves 
watching you govern in the interest of the 
people of your country, not against them.

Help the snoozing Southern African Devel-
opment Community to become the African 
powerhouse it is supposed to be. 

Many have already written you off but I 
believe you are not entirely incapable of gov-
erning by the book, Mr President, so that the 
world can look at your country, at our conti-
nent, as a place where lessons about compas-
sionate and progressive leadership and gov-
ernance can be found.

Make South Africans desire to cross the 
border to stay in your country because there, 
they’d say about you Mr President, “a pan-Af-
ricanist giant has changed things for the bet-
ter — there is peace and jobs and prosperity”. 
You can do it. 

You can defuse the idea that you always re-
sign yourself to a brutally authoritarian mode 
when facing political opposition. Break this 
curse that elections there must necessarily be 
accompanied by bloodshed. 

Afford your country a chance, Mr Presi-
dent, to stop ejecting its people to suffer the 
frustrations — legitimate or not, of people 
such as Dr Phophi Ramathuba, who make 
part of a government that, to cite a mild case 
of madness, is said to have spent half a mil-
lion rand of its health budget on skinny jeans. 

Get real, Garwe, and be the caring father 
you should be to a nation that once again 
wants to be proud of being Zimbabwean. 

— Mail & Guardian

Dr Maruping Phepheng is executive direc-
tor at EMPorium Thought. 

Chola Makgamathe

AFRICANS create powerful 
creative content in, among 
others, the music, film, 

sports, gaming, publishing, broad-
cast and animation sectors. How-
ever, this wealth of content is jeop-
ardised by the relentless scourge 
of piracy which robs creators and 
rights holders of their livelihoods 
and threatens the value and longev-
ity of African content. 

Pirating occurs when an individ-
ual, who is not the copyright holder, 
copies content and resells it for a 
significantly lower price than what 
the copyright holder charges. Many 
preparators of piracy don’t realise 
the impact it has on content crea-
tors and the economy. 

According to Irdeto, a world lead-
er in digital-platform cybersecurity, 
people in five major African territo-
ries made a total of about 17.4-mil-
lion visits to the top 10 identified pi-
racy sites between June and August 
2021, with music, literature, video 
content and software websites re-
ceiving the most visits. 

The high rates of piracy, howev-
er, are not exclusive to the African 
continent. Digital video piracy costs 
the entertainment industry up to 
$71-billion every year, according 

to the US Chamber of Commerce’s 
Global Innovation Policy Center — 
harming businesses and  destroying 
lives and livelihoods in an economy 
hard-hit by Covid. 

It is without question that pi-
racy has negative effects on the 
economy and the ability of creative 
professionals to earn a living. Left 
unchecked, the theft of content can 

severely harm investor confidence 
and tax revenue and can also affect 
trade opportunities. 

Although not a silver bullet, one 
of the key strategies to curb the 
rise in piracy in South Africa is the 
careful refining of the Copyright 
Amendment Bill. 

Stalling the refining and passing 
of a bill that has the potential to pre-
serve the livelihoods of South Afri-
can content creators is of utmost 
concern.

The bill should not be passed in its 
current form. It should be discussed 
and significantly refined. The direct 
consequence of passing the bill in its 
current form would be the death of 
any reward for our creators and it 
would not remedy all the problems 
which arise from content theft.

However, as the rates of piracy in-
crease, regional anti-piracy efforts 
have been ramped up with the crea-
tion of initiatives such as Partners 
Against Piracy (PAP). 

PAP is a collaboration between 
government agencies, law enforce-
ment agencies, distributors, content 
creators and rights owners which 
seeks to inform and educate the 
public about the effects of piracy. 
Africa’s leading entertainment com-
pany MultiChoice has thrown its 
weight behind PAP. 

The PAP partnership has already 
yielded results — a joint operation 
between law-enforcement officers 
and content-piracy investigators 
nabbed a group for distributing 
episodes of the popular Showmax 
series The Wife earlier this year. 

Although this is a step in the right 
direction, advocacy efforts do not 
exist in a vacuum. 

There needs to be a multifaceted 
approach that recognises the role of 
the justice system in bringing perpe-
trators to book and of policymakers 
in refining the Copyright Amend-
ment Bill.

Strong laws mean strong econo-
mies. We need to show other coun-
tries that we protect copyright in 
our creative industries so they feel 
confident to invest in our economy. 
That is why we need partners like 
the department of justice and cor-
rectional services; business; civil 
society and NGOs. We call on every-
one with a stake in the war against 
piracy to join us.

To preserve African content, and 
have an environment that nurtures 
and protects creators, policymakers 
urgently need to facilitate a mean-
ingful engagement that addresses 
the glaring weaknesses of the cur-
rent law and consumers need to call 
out illegal activities. Let us not be 
the ones to destroy and undermine 
our own content. 

— Mail & Guardian

Chola Makgamathe is the chair-
person of the Copyright Coalition 
of South Africa.
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HLONOLOFASTSO Mapesela (21) has a diploma in Fashion and Apparel Design from the Limkokwing University of Creative Technology. She currently resides in Maseru. Her 
Motto is: “If you can feel a wave in your life, rise and serve it.”

WEEKEND 
GIRL
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Yourstars

Stranger
than

Fiction

ELEPHANTS are generally friendly towards humans, but certain physical, psychological, and environmental stressors 
can cause them to become aggressive.

Aries - March 21 - April 20
Decide to spend quality time together. Keep the 
promises you’ve made or you can expect to be in 
the doghouse. Don’t let your anger consume you 
and don’t allow important matters go unattended 
to. It’s a favourable time for real estate, invest-
ments, and moneymaking opportunities to be suc-
cessful.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Taurus - April 21 - May 20
Curb or cut out that bad habit you’ve been mean-
ing to do something about. You may find out that 
someone is trying to undermine you. You may 
have difficulties with in-laws or family members. 
Not the best day for business trips.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Gemini - May 21 - June 21
Quarrels will erupt if you get into philosophical de-
bates with friends. Travel could include delays and 
other minor problems. You will find your vitality is 
lowered. The only thing you’ll accomplish is a bad 
reputation.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Cancer - June 22 - July 22
Your creative talent will prove to be lucrative if 
put to proper use. Think about taking the time to 
complete unfinished domestic chores. Travel op-
portunities must be taken advantage of. You will 
be full of good ideas, and your choice of activities 
may bring you enrichment far beyond your expec-
tations.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Leo - July 23 -August 22
Get involved in competitive sports. Friends will 
appreciate your attention and playful nature. You 
should get out and enjoy social events where you 
are likely to meet new potential mates; however, 
don’t over spend. You will need to work diligently 
in order to accomplish even the smallest amount. 
Cutbacks at work will be a cause for worry.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Virgo - August 23 - September 22
You must follow your desires and dreams. You may 
want to take a look at the personal papers of elders 
in your family. Take the time to close deals that 
have been up in the air. You may have the day off 
but your thoughts will be on your work and your 
cash situation.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Libra - September 23 - October 22
Passion will be your only answer. Home improve-
ment projects will run smoothly. Avoid friction 
with your mate. Advancement can be yours if you 
are assertive in your approach.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Scorpio - October 23 - November 21
Opportunities for romance will flourish through 
travel. Think twice before you pursue an unreal-
istic endeavour. Be sure to take advantage of the 
opportunities that exist. Romantic relationships 
should stabilize.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Sagittarius - November 22 - December 20
Not everyone will be pleased with your plans. You 
are likely to reveal information unintentionally. 
You will profit from home improvement projects 
and real estate deals. You will find that you are 
able to clear up a number of small but important 
details.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Capricorn - December 21 - January 19
You may be uncertain about some of your co-work-
ers and your boss. You may have more to do with 
children this week; keep an open mind. Your abil-
ity to charm others will put you in the limelight at 
social functions. You can ferret out secret informa-
tion if you just listen to what others have to say.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Aquarius - January 20 - February 18
You can change your living arrangements. Read 
some books on self awareness. A long, quiet walk 
alone may help you sort out your thoughts. Be 
honest with yourself before getting involved with 
someone who is likely to lead you on.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Pisces - February 19 - March 20
You can convince anyone of anything. Try to be 
considerate in your personal obligations. Pleasure 
trips will be most enjoyable if you take them with 
that special person in your life. Opportunities to 
get ahead will be evident.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Elephant tears its handler in two while 
being forced to work in extreme heat

AFTER being made to haul rubber-
wood logs in extremely hot tem-
peratures, a 20-year-old elephant 

ripped its handler in half in the Phang 
Nga province of southern Thailand.

As reported by Newsweek, an elephant 
named Pom Pam was found standing 
over the body of Supachai Wongfaed, 32, 
who had been using the elephant to haul 
large amounts of wood. His body was 
ripped in two, riddled with stab wounds 
from Pom Pam’s tusks and lying in a pool 
of blood, VICE reported.

Rescuers had to tranquilize Pom Pam 
while they retrieved Wongfaed’s corpse 
and investigated the scene. Police later 
explained that they feel the elephant may 
have “gone crazy” due to the high tem-
peratures and directed its rage toward 
Wongfaed.

Temperatures in Phang Nga have con-
sistently been around 89 degrees Fahren-
heit.

While police were quick to blame the 
heat, Chase LaDue, a postdoctoral fellow 
in animal behaviour at the Oklahoma City 
Zoo and Botanical Garden, told VICE that 
in his studies, he has found aggression in 
elephants to be rare — and not influenced 
by temperature.

“I wouldn’t expect temperature to be a 
factor, especially in a place like Thailand 
that regularly experiences high tempera-
tures,” he said. “Elephants are intelligent 
animals that we believe exhibit complex-
ity in emotional states. The human-ele-
phant relationship can be equally com-
plex, and so a number of factors may have 
contributed to this tragic case.”

LaDue also explained that male ele-
phants in Asia go through a period known 
as “musth,” characterized by erratic be-

haviour and surging testosterone levels, 
around 20 years old. It’s possible that Pom 
Pam may have been entering musth and 
Wongfaed was unaware.

It’s also possible that Pom Pam was en-
tering a period of sexual and social matu-
rity, which can sometimes cause male ele-
phants to become aggressive, especially if 
they weren’t brought up with other male 
elephants from whom they could learn 
social skills.

Another elephant researcher, Hannah 
S. Mumby, an assistant professor at the 
University of Hong Kong, told VICE that 
human-elephant relationships can be de-
termined by a number of factors, includ-
ing the elephant’s age, personality, and 
sexual state — but environmental factors 
and experiences play a large role as well.

“Generally,” Mumby said, “extremely 
hot weather is a big issue for elephants 
because of their body size. Elephants can 
be affected by dehydration, heat stress, 
and exhaustion in the heat.”

In addition to the heat, climate change 
may be creating other stressors for the el-
ephant population, diminishing supplies 
of water and food and forcing them into 

human settlements in search of resourc-
es.

It’s likely that these environmental 
stressors, coupled with the gruelling la-
bour of hauling logs, could have triggered 
Pom Pam — especially if he wasn’t being 
treated well.

Nature World News reported that Thai 
elephants, in particular, have long suf-
fered psychological and physical damage 
as a result of being broken and subjected 
to hard labour in the logging and tourism 
industries.

In fact, the non-profit organization Save 
the Asian Elephants has collected count-
less pieces of evidence that elephants face 
severe mistreatment in “unnatural coer-
cive activities” like logging and tourism.

Roughly 60 percent of the elephants in 
Thailand are kept in captivity — and the 
majority of those elephants are then used 
in the tourism industry. The rest are regu-
larly trained for labour-intensive festivals 
and parties. Bullhooks are frequently em-
ployed to train the elephants.

In total, Save the Asian Elephants has 
found that instances of elephant mistreat-
ment have resulted in nearly 2,000 hu-
man deaths and serious injuries.

Duncan McNair, CEO of Save the Asian 
Elephants, said that the incident with 
Pom Pam “is yet another stark reminder 
that Asian elephants are and always re-
main wild animals that can attack and kill 
when they are abused or overly stressed 
by humans.” 

He continued, “They suffer deeply, psy-
chologically as well as physically, when 
broken and forced into constant severe 
toil in logging and related activities.”

As Mumby put it, “All elephants are 
wild, even when kept in captivity.” — ati
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Could new abortion rules in the US affect 
the world’s biggest state HIV fund?

IN June, the United States (US) government 
took an unprecedented step. The first Afri-
can head of the President’s Emergency Plan 

for Aids Relief, Pepfar, was sworn in. 
John Nkengasong, a virologist from Cam-

eroon and the former head of the Africa Cen-
tres for Disease Control, is now the head of the 
world’s largest government fund to fight HIV. 
The scientist is, of course, also a US citizen — a 
requirement for most federal US government 
positions — and it’s not his first time working 
for an American government agency. Nken-
gasong worked for the US Centres for Disease 
Control (CDC) from the mid-1990s until the 
mid-2000s in Washington, DC and Abidjan in 
Côte d’Ivoire.

Pepfar has invested more than $100-billion 
in fighting HIV in more than 50 countries and 
was created in 2003 during the administra-
tion of former president George W Bush. In 
2021, the fund spent R7.5-billion in South Af-
rica; the programme is the largest contributor 
to the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria.

But Nkengasong’s appointment comes at 
a challenging time when the “ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic has overshadowed HIV” and 
current Pepfar legislation is ending in 2023, 
according to the Pepfar Extension Act of 2018.

Pepfar has also not been run without con-
tention.

The fund was initially controversial be-
cause of Bush’s Republican government’s 
strong support for conservative, non-evi-
dence-based approaches to curb the disease, 
such as provisions that prevented organisa-
tions from receiving funding if they support-
ed the decriminalisation of sex work and fa-
vouring projects and governments who sup-
ported abstinence from sex before marriage 
as opposed to condom use.

But Pepfar’s policies have since evolved and 
today the fund is widely credited with having 
played a meaningful role in making antiretro-
viral treatment available in Africa and a con-
sequent decline in HIV-related deaths.

Because the programme also invests in the 
upskilling of health workers and improve-
ment of health systems, its impact stretches 
far beyond HIV: studies have found that, com-
pared to countries who don’t receive Pepfar 
funding, Pepfar-supported countries showed 
significant drops in deaths among children 
below five years of age, pregnant people and 
those who give birth between 2004 and 2018.

Such countries also showed a decline in 
general mortality rates (so also deaths not 
specifically related to HIV) and increases in 

the proportion of children getting vaccinated 
against childhood diseases.

Pepfar, however, becomes controversial 
each time there’s a Republican administra-
tion, as the party doesn’t endorse self-intiated 
abortion and then implements a regula-
tion commonly referred to as the “gag rule”, 
which requires funded organisations to disas-
sociate themselves from pregnancy termina-
tions as well.

President Joe Biden’s Democratic govern-
ment revoked the rule in January 2021, but 
the US Supreme Court’s overturning of the 
Roe v Wade ruling in June, which guaranteed 
Americans’ consitutional right to abortion, 
now complicates matters, as Pepfar has to fol-
low US laws, Nkengasong told Bhekisisa’s Mia 
Malan in an interview for the centre’s televi-
sion programme, Health Beat. 

Malan asked Nkengasong how he’ll address 
inequality, one of the biggest contributors to 
the spread of HIV, what lessons the US can 
learn from Africa and if Pepfar will intervene 
to make HIV prevention injections available 
on the continent as soon as possible.  

American Secretary of State, Antony 
Blinken, recently visited South Africa and 

said the United States will treat African 
countries as equal partners. What lessons 

can the US learn from Africa?
John Nkengasong: There’s a lot that the US 

can learn from Africa, including in the field 
of HIV and Aids.  For example, Botswana, has 
just announced that they have exceeded the 
95-95-95 targets. These targets mean (by 2025) 
95 percent of the population infected with 
HIV need to know their status, 95 percent of 
those who have been diagnosed need to be on 
treatment, and 95 percent of those on treat-
ment should have a viral load [the amount 
of HIV in someone’s blood] below detection 
level.

That’s a unique situation, especially when 
you know where Botswana was a few years 
ago, looking at the burden of the disease. Col-
leagues in the United States, where I’m based, 
should be able to go to Botswana to learn how 
they got there.Also, the Omicron variant was 
identified by researchers in South Africa (and 
Botswana). That’s a lesson for the world, not 
just the United States, to learn how Africans 
worked together in a network to identify the 
emergence of such a new variant.

Before joining Pepfar, you were the 
head of the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control (CDC). How will you apply the 

lessons that you learned during that 
time, especially with regards to Covid-19, 

to your new position?
There are so many parallels: know the patho-
gens, which in this case are HIV and [SARS-
CoV-2]. [With] Covid, we still continue to 

learn the variants and HIV has many genetic 
subtypes. Having the right policies is also very 
important. We saw in the Covid response how 
good politics can enhance a country’s ability 
to fight the pandemic and how bad politics 
can lead to [an insufficient] response.

Which African country used “good 
politics” to respond to COVID-19?

At a regional level, President Cyril Ramapho-
sa was the chair of the African Union when 
Covid just hit the continent and I was the di-
rector of the Africa CDC.
 In my 32 years of working in global health, 
he has, in my view, been the most effective 
political leader with regards to guiding the 
continental response. He convened his peers 
— heads of states — nearly every month to 
discuss the pandemic. President Ramaphosa 
was the one who set up the African Vaccine 
Acquisition Task Force. The task force pro-
moted vaccine acquisition on the continent 
and resulted in 400-million doses of vaccines 
being acquired in Africa at a time when there 
were absolutely no vaccines for the continent. 
He also set up the Africa Medica Supplies Plat-
form, which is a platform like amazon.com, 
where you can  click on products to put them 
into your basket, pay and go. That’s how we 
unlocked the challenges that we had early on. 
That’s good politics. 
     — Mail & Guardian

ABORTION rights activists react after the Indiana Senate votes to ban abortion, inside the Indiana State house during a special session in Indianapolis.
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LESOTHO Defence Force members on patrol in Maseru.

VODACOM External Affairs Manager, Ts’epo Ntaopane, plants a tree during
 the greening and forest restoration campaign.

CLERIC, Apostle JP Dinayen, pushes a disabled boy whom he recently adopted in Khubetsoana.

SMALL scale business people showcase their products at the 
Raliemere ‘Green Fest’ in Mafeteng

Apostle JP Dinayen also donated food to scores of advantaged people.
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PRESIDENT Samia Hassan (left) and Sheikh Mohammed of Dubai.

Dubai royal family driving out thousands 
of Maasai to oblige rich foreign hunters

INDIGENOUS Maasai, widely ac-
knowledged as exceptional wild-
life conservationists, are being 

dispossessed of the lands of their 
birth in order to hand some of the 
finest wildlife territories of Tanza-
nia to wealthy foreign hunters. And 
the government is bending over 
backwards to make sure it happens.

The area under dispute is Lo-
liondo, a vast wild paradise on 
the northeastern boundary of the 
Serengeti plains. The area is rich in 
plants and endangered animal spe-
cies such as the black rhino. It’s con-
nected to one of the world’s most 
desirable wildlife tourist attrac-
tions: the breathtaking dry-season 
migration of wildebeest, zebra and 
gazelles into the northern plains. 

In terms of the country’s 1999 leg-
islation that governs land manage-
ment, Loliondo is classified as “vil-
lage land”. But according to The Citi-
zen newspaper in Tanzania, in 1992 
the country issued a hunting licence 
for 1,500km2 of the area to Lieuten-
ant-General Mohammed Abdul Ra-
him Al Ali, assistant under secretary 
at the Ministry of Defence, who pro-
cured the land for the exclusive use 
of the Dubai royal family. 

Operating under the name of Ot-
terlo Business Corporation (OBC), 
the Emiratis built a campsite, a sub-
stantial airstrip and mobile telecom 
infrastructure. During the hunting 
season, the campsite is said to host 
hundreds of people at a time. 

Otterlo clearly see it as their ter-
ritory and are upping the pressure 
to get rid of people in red blankets 
herding cattle. The Maasai are not 
welcome. Nor are they welcome 
at two other Maasai strongholds – 
Ngorongoro (a World Heritage Site) 
and Lake Natron. Otterlo is now 
calling for the “clearance” of 70,000 
Maasai and about 200,000 livestock 
from Loliondo.  

This pressure is being responded 
to by top politicians in favour of 
evictions. On 3 June, in her budget 
speech for 2022-23, Minister of Nat-
ural Resources and Tourism Pindi 
Chana said her ministry expected 
to upgrade the Loliondo Game Con-
trolled Area to a game reserve and 
to do the same with other huge ar-
eas over most of northern Tanzania, 
and beyond. Local people and live-
stock are not allowed to live in game 
reserves. 

A few months ago the govern-
ment began erecting concrete 
boundary posts to delineate the 
perimeter of the designated area 
in Loliondo earmarked for Otterlo. 
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
claimed the boundary posts were 
being placed to protect the envi-
ronment and that the local Maasai 
would “not be affected”. 

What followed was quite the op-
posite: a flurry of activity and vio-
lence in the area by police, the army 
and ministers in Loliondo making 
statements and delivering threats 
while standing beside beacons. 
The Commissioner General of Im-
migration, Anna Makakala, arrived 
in Loliondo to announce that there 
would be 10 days of flushing out “il-
legal immigrants”. 

Large groups of Maasai held pro-
tests and local leaders issued state-
ments to stop the demarcation pro-
cess. In response, a number of local 
leaders were arrested and charged 
with murder that occurred while 
they were in detention. Others went 
into hiding.

On 24 June, village and ward 
executive officers were report-
edly instructed to tell people to 
leave the illegally demarcated area 
within 24 hours, or their livestock 
would be confiscated. That evening, 
there were reports from Sanjan in 
Malambo ward of how the Maasai, 
under fear and panic, were loading 
their belongings onto donkeys.

A Swedish blogger with consider-
able networks among the Maasai, 
Susanna Nordlund, writes that al-
though the government claimed 
the evictions were “participatory”, 
it was arresting everyone speaking 
against it — “which means basically 
every single Maasai in Loliondo”.

Clashing ownership views
What’s taking place is essentially a 
collision between three notions of 
land ownership. All are problemat-
ic, with an impact on the legendary 
wildlife of Tanzania. 

The human footprint on these 
plains, which includes the Maasai, 
stretches back millions of years as 
palaeontology in the Olduvai Gorge 
has shown. In terms of traditional 
ownership, they stand first in line.

Famous wildlife sanctuaries 
such as the Serengeti, Manyara, 
Tarangire, Arusha, Mkomazi and 
Ngorongoro were carved out of 
Maasailand and the reason wildlife 
has survived so well in these areas 
is a tribute to them. They are excel-
lent conservationists and hunting 
wildlife is taboo. Most other com-
munity-owned land in the country 
is being steadily depleted.

A British zoologist, Marcus Col-
chester, noted that “it is exactly 
because the areas that indigenous 
people inhabit have not been de-
graded by their traditional resource 
practices that they are now coveted 
by conservationists who seek to lim-
it their activities or expel them alto-
gether from their customary land”.

History of dispossession
It’s been a long history of creeping 
dispossession. In 1959, the Maasai 
were evicted from the vast Serengeti 
plains by the British and resettled in 
Loliondo and Ngorongoro, prom-
ised to them in perpetuity as com-
pensation. 

That year the National Parks Act 
was passed, giving the governor 
the authority to declare any land 
in Tanzania a national park. At 
that point, according to the act, “all 
rights, titles, interests, franchises, 
claims, privileges, exemptions or 
immunities of any person other 
than the Governor in, over, under, 
or in respect of any land within 
such area shall, from the date upon 
which such proclamation comes 
into operation, cease, determine, 
and be forever extinguished”.

However, the Ngorongoro Con-
servation Area Ordinance specifi-
cally named the Maasai as having 
settlement rights in the region. But 
in 1975 an ordinance limited those 
rights, banning all forms of cultiva-
tion within a National Conservation 
Area.

It was a massive body blow. While 
the Maasai are generally seen as 
nomadic pastoralists, for centuries 
they have relied on the cultivation 
of subsistence plots when livestock 
health or access to grassland are 
compromised. The ban put the sur-
vival of the Maasai in jeopardy.

According to the law — as ex-
plained by Tanzanian law professor 
Issa Shivji — the Serengeti system 
belongs to the local Maasai and can-
not be acquired by the government 
without adhering to legal proce-
dures and without their consent. 

It was given to them, the Maasai 
believe, by Ngai, the androgynous 
Supreme Creator whose name 
also means rain. Ngai’s home is Ol 
Doinyo Lengai — The Mountain of 
God — a volcano in Northern Tan-
zania. 

But since the 1990s they are esti-
mated to have lost more than 70per-
cent of their ancestral land to “con-
servation”. These moves use prac-
tices that are recognisably colonial, 
imposing on them conditions of life 
that tend towards their eradication.

In a letter to Hassan, Shivji wrote: 
“We the people as well as the gov-
ernment, should ask ourselves: is 
eviction of the people from their 
land, which is their life, livelihood 
and heritage, simply to protect 
wildlife, so that game hunting com-
panies may operate there without 
obstruction and harassment by the 
people, in the larger public interest? 
I must admit, I don’t have an answer 
except that this question gives me 
sleepless nights.”

Maasai pastoralists in northern 
Tanzania have written to the Brit-
ish and US governments and the 
EU appealing for help to stop the 
evictions: “We are asking for your 
help to let our government know 
that our land is not for sale and that 
we will continue to resist this long-
standing assault on our rights and 
the ecological integrity of our land. 
We are therefore calling on your or-
ganisation to speak out against these 
abuses and help us prevent the ex-
tinction of our people.” (see also an 
urgent appeal here)

According to politicians, however, 
all land in Tanzania belongs to the 
government to do with it what it 
pleases. In response to accusations 
that the government is dispossess-
ing the Maasai, Damas Ndumbaro 
— when he was minister of natu-
ral resources and tourism (he was 
later removed) — told parliament: 
“Nobody owns land in Tanzania. All 
the land belongs to the state and the 
president is the sole custodian on 
behalf of the people.” When called 
for an explanation, he said it wasn’t 
his portfolio anymore and demand-
ed to know how this reporter got his 
phone number.

Concessions, collusion and 
corruption

In 2021, foreigners wanting a piece 
of Tanzania hit pay-dirt. Under the 
new Special Wildlife Investment 
Concession Areas (SWICA) law, are-
as of land within game reserves and 
game-controlled areas can now be 
declared special wildlife investment 
concession areas. The minister is 
empowered to award 30-year con-
cessions to these areas, including 
Loliondo. As wildlife concessions 
in Africa go, that’s extraordinar-
ily long. In the award of Tanzanian 
hunting concessions to foreigners, 
collusion between government and 
concessionaires has been standard 

practice, a process traditionally 
fraught with allegations of corrup-
tion. 

A billionaire linked to exclusive 
use of Loliondo is Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, vice-president 
and prime minister of the UAE and 
ruler of Dubai. He generates most 
of his income from real estate and is 
described as one of the world’s most 
prominent real estate developers.

The Otterlo Business Corpora-
tion, with strong links to his family, 
organises hunts for Maktoum. For 
years it has restricted the pasto-
ralists’ access to lands and water. 
In 2009, according to The Citizen 
newspaper, OBC set 200 Maasai bo-
mas alight. At least 20,000 people 
were affected and more than 50,000 
cattle were cut off from pastures. 

According to the newspaper, 
OBC’s airstrip is big enough for an 
Airbus A380 to land on. Why such a 
large plane? Since 1993 there have 
been unconfirmed reports of the 
transportation of live game, but no-
body’s there to check. 

“However, when videos of the 
Emiratis marketing their game 
parks to the world start to circulate 
in social media,” writes Citizen jour-
nalist Charles Makakala, “it takes 
little imagination to deduce where 
those animals most probably came 
from.”Complaints against the com-
pany include corralling animals by 
helicopter, trapping live animals 
and leaving behind wounded ani-
mals to suffer.

Bullied and beaten
The terms of the 30-year conces-
sions offer no apparent benefit to 
the Tanzanian people, let alone the 
Maasai. The Arabs see them and 
their cattle as a problem, the solu-
tion to which would be a local eth-
nic cleansing operation that threat-
ens to push the pastoralists out of 
the area. 

They are being bullied, beaten, 
teargassed, shot at, arrested, their 
cattle confiscated by the Wildlife 
Authority, police and the army. In 
the nearby Ngorongoro Conserva-
tion Area they are being restricted, 
funds for social services are being 
blocked or diverted to other areas, 
and they are being trucked out to 
areas where their culture is no 
longer viable.

In 2017, a press release by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources noted 
that bomas in Loliondo were being 
burnt under government orders, in 
order to preserve the ecosystems in 
the region and attract more tourists.

A hunting block in Lake Natron 
East, an area with many Maasai res-
idents, was given to another Emirati 
from the Abu Dhabi royal family: 
Abdullah Bin Butti of Green Mile 
Safari. He had been denied the area 
by a previous minister and was ac-
cused of poaching, having children 
hunt with automatic weapons, gun-
ning down fleeing animals from 

moving cars, capturing baby ani-
mals and torturing dying ones. 

According to its website, howev-
er, Green Mile appears to have been 
granted a licence to hunt in what it 
describes as “Maasai land” by the 
present administration. 

About 30-year concessions west 
of Serengeti, which do not contain 
Maasai, include those by two Amer-
icans — Dan Friedkin, one of the 
world’s largest independent Toyota 
distributors, and hedge fund man-
ager Paul Tudor Jones. 

They were granted two each un-
der SWICA regulations. US ambas-
sador Donald Wright personally 
intervened to negotiate the Ameri-
can SWICA concession awards with 
minister Ndumbaro — highlighting 
how high the stakes are in the allo-
cation of prime land.

Clamps on information
Gathering information on the evic-
tions poses problems. The Tanza-
nian government is jumpy as hell 
about criticism, given that interna-
tional tourism is a key industry. Lo-
cal whistle-blowers claim they will 
be arrested, foreigners who blow 
whistles have been banned from 
the country. 

The country’s laws regarding 
information under Prime Minis-
ter Majaliwa and President Samia 
Hassan have become increasingly 
repressive. Many kidnappings and 
forced disappearances, widely al-
leged to be politically motivated, 
have made speaking out danger-
ous. People on the ground are terri-
fied of being victimised and cannot 
be named, making verification dif-
ficult. 

The Media Services Act violates 
the constitutional right of journal-
ists to execute their right to free 
expression and opinion. The Online 
Content Regulations and the Cyber-
crimes Act enhance censorship and 
threaten individuals and media 
companies with sanctions such as 
suspension and closure of outlets.

The controversial Political Par-
ties Act gives the registrar of politi-
cal parties wide and vague powers 
to deregister parties and hand up 
to a year in jail to anyone engaging 
in “unauthorised civic education”, 
such as encouraging voter registra-
tion.

According to Amnesty Interna-
tional, Tanzania has the highest 
number of cases filed against it and 
judgments against it by the African 
Court (40percent). In 2019, it with-
drew the rights of its citizens to file 
cases against it in that court. 

Under this blanket of restrictions, 
information about violations of the 
rights of the Maasai in Loliondo, 
Ngorongoro and Lake Natron is 
difficult to obtain. After she began 
investigating evictions, blogger Nor-
dlund was arrested and kicked out 
of Tanzania. 

She has, however, maintained an 
extensive network in the country 
and writes a blog called The Ter-
mite Mound, and since 2010 has 
been blogging about depredations 
against the Maasai. 

According to her, the govern-
ment’s own documents show that 
at least 241 bomas and homesteads 
were burnt during the extrajudicial 
evictions in 2017, but says the cur-
rent land demarcation is an even 
worse threat to the Maasai of Lo-
liondo.  — DM/OBP

 
The Tanzania Wildlife Management 
Authority was contacted on 8 August 
2022 for comment on a number of 
issues concerning the evictions and 
30-year leases, but by time of publi-
cation no reply had been forthcom-
ing. Similar questions to the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Tourism 
were not possible as its website’s ac-
cess facility was faulty.
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Macron in Africa: a cynical twist to repair 
the colonial past while keeping a tight grip

Frank Gerits

IN late July 2022 French president Emma-
nuel Macron concluded a tour of Cam-
eroon, Benin and Guinea-Bissau. And he 

visits Algeria between 25 and 27 August.
At first glance, his choice of countries is dif-

ficult to understand. Three former French 
colonies – Cameroon, Benin and Algeria – and 
a former Portuguese colony, Guinea-Bissau, 
seem very different.

Nevertheless, taken together, Macron’s 
visits tell a story in which France is doing 
penance for its colonial crimes while simul-
taneously trying to maintain the influence it 
gained through colonialism.

These two themes also emerged at the 
New France Africa Summit in October 2021 
in Montpelier. There, Macron promised in-
vestments in African technology start-ups 
as a way to increase the influence of French 
private business, while also promoting the 
scholar Achille Mbembe’s report on the new 
relationship between France and Africa.

Macron got another chance to show off his 
good relationship with African leaders at the 
European Union-African Union summit of 
February 2022. This was hosted by Macron – 
France held the presidency of the European 
Union at the time — and EU Council president 
Charles Michel.

The penance efforts were on show in 
each of the recent country visits. At a press 
conference with Cameroon’s president Paul 
Biya, Macron said France’s archives on colo-
nial rule in Cameroon would be opened “in 
full”. He said he hoped historians from both 
countries would work together to investigate 
“painful moments”.

In Benin the French president accompa-
nied Benin’s president, Patrice Talon, on a 
visit to an exhibition devoted to the royal 
treasures of Abomey. 

These had been robbed by France 139 years 
ago and were returned in November 2021. In 
Guinea-Bissau he announced the opening of 
a French school and a sports exchange pro-
gramme, in line with his increased emphasis 
on cultural diplomacy. The effort to maintain 
influence was evident in all three visits too. 

With the presence of French troops in Mali 
dwindling, Paris is looking for new military 
options and hoping to find those with Ma-
cron’s hosts. In Benin the French president 
therefore talked about security while in Ya-
oundé he restated France remained commit-
ted to the security of the continent.

In Guinea-Bissau Macron declared France 
should “contribute to the fight against terror-
ism everywhere in the region”.

In my view Macron exploits the increased 
call for the more fundamental decolonisation 
of African societies as a cover to exercise con-
tinued influence on the continent.

Rectifying the colonial past
The project for decolonial justice has recently 

been used by other former colonial powers to 
brush up their image in Africa. Belgium re-
cently returned a tooth of Patrice Lumumba, 
the Congo’s first prime minister, 61 years af-
ter enabling his assassination.

Rectifying the colonial past has become a 
popular way for northern governments to do 
their diplomacy in Africa. In the past there 
were calls for new relationships and a forget-
ting of the colonial past. 

Now heads of state showcase their willing-
ness to face colonial crimes head on. US sec-
retary of state Antony Blinken, for instance, 
talked about the need to become “equal part-
ners” and acknowledge generations of Afri-
cans whose destiny had been determined by 
colonial powers.

In my view this is a smart way to flip the 
script the Russians and the Chinese employ. 
They stress that they never colonised the 
continent, a claim already put forward in the 
1960s when Zhou Enlai and Leonid Brezhnev 
visited the continent.

In his bid to reset this narrative, Macron 
went as far as to brand Russia “one of the last 

imperial colonial powers” for its invasion of 
Ukraine.

It’s all part of the cynical twist of Macron’s 
version of decolonisation, which seeks to re-
pair the old while setting back the cause of 
decolonisation through intervention.

Renewed interest in Africa
What separates France from the US and 
Belgium is that the Elysée is trying to offset 
a dwindling military position in Mali. Its 
troops are leaving and are being replaced by 
Russian mercenaries, the so-called Wagner 
Group.

France intervened in the north of Mali 
in 2013 with Operation Serval. Paris also 
brought in allied nations like Belgium and 
Sweden to provide additional capacity and 
training. The aim was to push out Islamic 
fighters in the Sahel.

The Cold War logic that has been imposed 
on this trip, however, is far too simplistic. It 
overlooks the regional politics of West Africa, 
where the Economic Community of West Af-
rican States (ECOWAS) has increasingly felt 

the need to intervene against the coups that 
have plagued the region: Mali in August 2020 
and May 2021, Guinea in September 2021, 
Burkina Faso in January 2022 and the failed 
coup attempt in Guinea-Bissau in February 
2022.

The West African coups, rather than the 
intervention in Ukraine, also explain what 
brought Macron to Guinea-Bissau, which 
took over the rotating presidency of ECOWAS 
in July. 

The organisation lifted sanctions when the 
junta in Mali promised to hold elections in 
February 2024.

ECOWAS has also managed to reach an 
agreement with Burkina Faso’s military junta 
on a timetable for a transition back to democ-
racy. A return to civilian rule is scheduled for 
July 2024.

With a combined promise of increased cul-
tural investments and weapons for Guinea-
Bissau, Macron is seeking to meddle with the 
regional organisation. That’s despite claiming 
France “always respected” the position of 
ECOWAS in regional matters. 

It is an easy way for the Élysée to blanket 
West Africa without having to engage in shut-
tle diplomacy to different West African capi-
tals when it has a vital interest to protect.

Keeping the focus on Ukraine and Lavrov’s 
mission was therefore in the interest of the 
French president, who was also conveniently 
asked questions about why African countries 
had not received weapon shipments as easily 
as Ukraine. 

The delivery of weapons could then be pre-
sented as something positive, rather than a 
disastrous policy that hardly ever works.

As always, it will be regular people who will 
pay the price because they are forced to live 
in increasingly heavily armed societies. The 
uprising in the north of Mali in 2013, which 
Macron is now seeking to manage through 
ECOWAS, was the consequence of the 2011 
military intervention by France and its allies 
in Libya and the subsequent overthrow of 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi.

It might set these countries back for years, 
preventing them from joining the African 
Lion economies — Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, and South Africa — 
countries that were avoided by Macron.                

— The Conversation

Frank Gerits is a Research Fellow at the 
University of the Free State, South Africa 
and Assistant Professor in the History of 
International Relations, Utrecht Univer-
sity.

MACRON’S Visit to Algeria: French President Has ‘Few Things to Offer’, Security Expert Says - 26.08.2022, 
Sputnik International.

The African Union has had a shaky two 
decades but problems can be solved
Patricia Agupusi

ON 9 September 1999, the 
Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the Organisation of 

African Unity issued the Sirte decla-
ration calling for the establishment 
of an African Union (AU).

Their mission was to accelerate 
the process of integration on the 
continent while addressing multi-
faceted social, economic and politi-
cal problems. The AU was founded 
in May 2001 and officially launched 
on 9 July 2002 in Durban, South Af-
rica.

Its 20th anniversary is a useful 
moment to examine how far the AU 
has progressed towards meeting its 
core objectives. There is no dearth 
of criticism of the union from schol-
ars, analysts and journalists.

Some of the criticism is about 
poor governance, implementation 
problems and rising security issues. 
It seems, too, that citizens of mem-
ber states lack trust in the AU.

Most of these criticisms are fair, 
given that the AU was expected to 
carry Africa in to the future through 
the ideals of African renaissance 
and Pan Africanism. The mission 
statement spoke of “an integrated, 
prosperous and peaceful Africa, 

driven by its own citizens and rep-
resenting a dynamic force in the 
global arena”.

Based on my previously pub-
lished research, the commitment of 
African leaders remains the most 
pressing obstacle to African renais-
sance and development.

Governance of the AU is as good 
as its leadership. Therefore, the 
type of governance within member 
countries, especially among the re-
gional leaders, affects the govern-
ance of the union.

The differences between the 
hope inspired by the union at in-
ception and the reality of dashed 
hopes 20 years later can be partly 
linked to the quality of leadership 
in countries that championed the 
current AU.

Progress
Despite the governance problem, 
the AU has made some progress in 
peacekeeping across the continent 
by establishing the African Standby 
Force in December 2003.

To ensure effective operation, 
the force is decentralised and co-
ordinated at a regional level. It is 
expected to manage insurgency-re-
lated conflicts in various countries. 
The Standby Force is yet to start full 

operation, however.
Since the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

AU has elevated the Africa Centres 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
from a specialised technical institu-
tion to a public health agency with 
regional collaboration centres. This 
action is an improvement. It will 
help in tackling future epidemics 
and will support member states’ 
public health in general.

In 2015, the Heads of State and 
Government created Agenda 2063 
with 20 priority goals. The initiative 
is supposed to be based on lessons 
of past experiences and the under-
standing that globalisation can pro-
vide new development opportuni-
ties for the continent.

The Agenda has highlighted im-
portant areas that would accelerate 
the development of member states. 
For example, it led to the launch of 
the Programme for Infrastructure 
Development in Africa in 2020. The 
goal of the programme is to inten-
sify regional economic integration, 
which has been held back by a poor 
transport network.

Disappointments
The regional peacekeeping process 
has not translated into regional eco-
nomic integration and a socio-eco-

nomic framework for development.
Economic development remains 

the AU’s weakest area. The New 
Partnership for Africa’s Develop-
ment was supposed to develop a 
homegrown policy framework for 
sustainable economic development. 
Its goals include eradicating pover-
ty, promoting growth and integrat-
ing Africa into the world economy.

The AU has also been criticised 
for its lack of consultation with 
member states’ civil society stake-
holders. Consultation of civil society 
would contribute to accountability 
and provide a sense of ownership 
for the citizens of member states.

The AU’s inability to implement 
its economic development frame-
work remains an obstacle to achiev-
ing its goals. 

The importance of regional in-
tegration cannot be exaggerated 
given the low proportion of inter-
African trade when compared with 
other regions. The volume of trade 
among countries of the continent 
is around 15 percent of total trade, 
while in Europe, North America, 
and Latin America, rates are 68 
percent, 37 percent and 20 percent 
respectively.

More trade among African coun-
tries would improve manufactur-

ing, reduce dependency on natural 
resources and expand the African 
market.

Way forward
The introduction of Agenda 2063 
as a development framework is 
the first step forward. To avoid a 
repeat of the discarded Lagos Plan 
of Action it is important that the AU 
aligns the agenda with its values of 
self-reliance and inclusiveness.

To achieve this, the Agenda 2063 
agency needs to expand its consul-
tation with civil society and stake-
holders of member states. This 
would increase participation by 
member state citizens, improve the 
sharing of information and tighten 
up accountability.

Funding for projects is one of the 
biggest challenges facing the AU. It 
still depends on external funding 
for its own operations. A solution 
would be a binding institutional ar-
rangement where members have to 
contribute funds and there are pen-
alties for not doing so.

The AU has had a shaky two dec-
ades burdened with intertwined 
problems of governance, external 
dependence and poor capacity. 
But these problems are not insur-
mountable. A prosperous and unit-
ed Africa is within reach if the AU 
addresses its core problems and fos-
ters more participation of member 
state citizens. 

— The Conversation

Patricia Agupusi is a Professorial 
Lecturer, American University.
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POPE Francis meets French pilgrims during an audience at the Vatican on Friday.

DONALD Trump’s home in south Florida.

FBI sought national defense documents 
at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago, affidavit shows

Pope Francis to create new cardinals 
who may select his successor

THE Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation searched Donald 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort 

in Florida this month after speak-
ing to a significant number of wit-
nesses and finding probable cause 
that national defense information 
and evidence of obstruction existed 
at the former president’s property, 
according to newly unsealed court 
filings on Friday.

The details contained in the af-
fidavit used to secure a warrant 
to search Mar-a-Lago — partially 
redacted to protect the ongoing 
criminal investigation into Trump’s 
unauthorized retention of govern-
ment secrets — offered the clear-
est insight yet into the basis for the 
FBI’s seeking permission to search 
the resort.

“There is probable cause to be-
lieve that additional documents 
that contain classified NDI or that 
are presidential records subject 
to record retention requirements 
currently remain at the premises. 
There is also probable cause to be-
lieve that evidence of obstruction 
will be found,” it said.

The affidavit made the case that 
the FBI needed to forcibly retrieve 
the United States government’s 
most sensitive secrets, especially af-
ter it came to suspect Trump and his 
team were holding on to classified 
documents despite repeated efforts 
— including with a subpoena — to 
secure their return.

Most pressing, according to the af-
fidavit, was that the FBI had identi-
fied probable cause that documents 
containing national defense infor-
mation were scattered across Mar-
a-Lago, potentially jeopardizing in-
telligence gathering and revealing 
the identities of human clandestine 
sources.

The specific mentions of the most 
private areas at Mar-a-Lago — for 
instance Pine Hall, which is not 
particularly widely known — sug-
gests the FBI had close operational 
knowledge from a source about 
where the documents were being 
kept and potentially being moved 
around the resort.

While the exact origin of that in-
formation appears to have been 
kept redacted, in an accompany-
ing legal memo explaining its re-
dactions, the justice department 
revealed for the first time that the 
FBI had interviewed a “significant 
number of civilian witnesses” be-
fore seeking the warrant.

The affidavit also mentioned an 

additional significant reason for 
needing the document to initially 
be kept under seal: “The FBI has not 
yet identified all potential criminal 
confederates and not located all evi-
dence related to its investigation.”

In making the case that the FBI 
needed to search Mar-a-Lago, the af-
fidavit — produced by an FBI agent 
working in the bureau’s Washing-
ton field office — also showed how 
Trump had previously retained 
government secrets at Mar-a-Lago 
after he was no longer president.

The FBI noted that after Trump fi-
nally returned around a dozen box-
es of materials to the National Ar-
chives this year, an FBI triage found 
184 unique classified documents, 
including 25 marked top secret, 92 
marked secret, 67 marked confiden-
tial, and some with Trump’s distinc-
tive handwriting.

The documents also included 
some with markings like “SI” for 
special intelligence, “HCS” for in-
telligence from human clandes-
tine sources, “NOFORN”, for “Not 
Releasable to Foreign Nationals”, 
“FISA” for the “Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act”, and “ORCON”, 
which restricts non-US dissemina-
tion.

“Of most significant concern was 
that highly classified records were 
unfoldered, intermixed with other 
records, and otherwise unproperly 
[sic] identified,” it warned.

According to the affidavit, the 
FBI essentially concluded that Mar-
a-Lago was the scene of potential 
violations of the Espionage Act, ob-
struction of justice, and a statute 
that criminalizes the unauthorized 
removal or retention of govern-
ment records more generally.

The affidavit became public after 
federal Judge Bruce Reinhart, who 
approved the warrant and is over-
seeing the case, ordered the justice 
department to submit the redacted 
version before noon, leading to a 
tense and breathless wait for the 
court in West Palm Beach to unseal 
the documents.

Trump was unhappy about the 
affidavit.

In a statement on his social me-
dia website, Trump, in strident lan-
guage that is typical to him, blasted 
the release of the document. He 
called it a “total public relations 
subterfuge” by the FBI and the jus-
tice department and accused the 
judge of having personal animosity 
towards him.

“WITCH HUNT!!!” the former 
president said in a subsequent post, 
using one of the most common 

phrases he deploys to portray him-
self as the victim of a hostile con-
spiracy, and he again described the 
FBI search as a “break-in”.

President Joe Biden weighed in 
after being asked if it was ever ap-
propriate for a president to bring 
home classified material, saying 
that “it depends on the document 
and it depends on how secure” the 
location was. 

He had a “completely secure” site 
at his home and on Friday was tak-
ing home a copy of his daily intel-
ligence briefing, he said, but those 
records would later be returned to 
the military.

The partial release of the affidavit 
used for the Mar-a-Lago search is a 
significant juncture for the justice 
department, which had opposed 
unsealing any part of the affidavit 
until it was overruled by Reinhart, 
and the attorney general, Merrick 
Garland, who personally approved 
the warrant after days of delibera-
tions.

The justice department had origi-
nally opposed unsealing the affida-
vit at all and filed a redacted version 
only after being forced by Reinhart 
last week.

Trump had indicated previously 
that he had supported unsealing 
the affidavit but his lawyers never 
filed a formal motion to that effect, 
instead leaving the effort to a coali-
tion of media outlets that pushed to 
have the affidavit become public.

Trump has since filed a separate 
motion to have a so-called special 
master appointed to determine 
what seized materials prosecutors 
can use as evidence in the investiga-
tion. The motion also aims to force 
the justice department to provide 
a more detailed list of what was re-
trieved by the FBI.

Trump’s lawyers said their mo-
tion should be granted because the 
redacted affidavit “provides almost 
no information that would allow 
[Trump] to understand why the 
raid took place, or what was taken 
from his home. The few lines that 
are unredacted raise more ques-
tions than answers.” 

— The Guardian

POPE Francis is creating 20 new cardi-
nals picked from the four corners of 
the world, most of whom could one day 

end up choosing the pontiff’s successor.

Francis has raised the possibility of retiring 
due to his declining health, a path taken by 
his predecessor, Benedict XVI. If he were to 
do so, a conclave involving all cardinals aged 

under 80 would be called to pick a successor.
Sixteen of the 20 cardinals to be created on 

Saturday would be eligible for that conclave 
based on their ages.

The ceremony at St Peter’s Basilica is the 
85-year-old pope’s eighth since being elected 
in 2013 and includes clergy known for their 
pastoral work and, in some cases, progressive 
views.

All parts of the globe are represented, in-
cluding new cardinals from Brazil and Nige-
ria, Singapore and East Timor, among others.

After this weekend, Francis will have cho-
sen 83 out of the 132 cardinals currently qual-
ified to elect a new pope.

That is nearly two-thirds of the total and 
precisely the percentage needed for any pro-
posed name to pass.

In recent months, the pope has been forced 
to rely on a wheelchair due to knee pain, 
which he has said is inoperable.

He also suffers from sciatica, a chronic 
nerve condition that causes pain in his hip.

The new cardinals are always scrutinised 
by Vatican observers for clues as to the fu-
ture direction of the Church and its 1.3 billion 
faithful.

Experts caution, however, that cardinals 
named by one pope do not necessarily choose 
successors in their likeness.

The Argentine pontiff has this year com-
pleted a major shake-up of the Vatican’s pow-
erful governing body, the Roman Curia, which 

makes winning new converts a priority.
In keeping with his focus on making the 

church more inclusive, transparent and re-
sponsive to the needs of the poor and margin-
alised, Francis has chosen two Africans and 
five Asians, including two cardinals who hail 
from India.

Vatican expert Bernard Lecomte said the 
pope’s choices were “representative of the 
church today, with a large spot for the south-
ern hemisphere”, where 80 percent of the 
world’s Catholics live.

Virgilio Do Carmo Da Silva, the archbishop 
of Dili, will on Saturday become the first car-
dinal of tiny East Timor, an overwhelmingly 
Catholic nation in South-east Asia.

The pope has also felt free to bypass the 
archbishops of major cities to choose those 
from less powerful seats, such as Robert 
McElroy, the 68-year-old bishop of San Diego, 
California.

McElroy has supported gay Catholics and 
criticised moves to deny communion to US 
politicians, such as President Joe Biden, who 
support abortion rights.

The pope will also create the youngest car-
dinal in the world, 48-year-old Italian mis-
sionary Giorgio Marengo, who works in Mon-
golia.

The new crop of cardinals also includes 
Nigeria’s Peter Okpaleke, the bishop of Ekwu-
lobia, and Leonardo Ulrich Steiner, the arch-
bishop of Manaus, Brazil.

The 80-year-old bishop emeritus of Ghent, 
Lucas Van Looy, had been nominated but 
asked to be exempted following criticism of 
his handling of child sexual abuse by priests 
in Belgium.

Saturday’s ceremony at the Vatican will be 
followed by the traditional “courtesy visit” in 
which the general public is invited to greet 
the new cardinals. — The Guardian
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Where physics 
could take you
IF you enjoy studying physics but aren’t sure 

how it could help your job prospects, we 
have good news. Employers across a huge 

range of industries are crying out for people 
with physics skills right now. These are just a 
few of your options. 
Where do you think choosing physics could 
take you? 

Could it be to a game studio, designing the 
next Minecraft? Or to the Met Office, cre-
ating computer models to predict climate 
change? Perhaps into education, to inspire the 
next generation? Or to a hospital, using phys-
ics to help to save lives?

There are thousands of exciting, reward-
ing physics-related careers to choose from 
— picking just one is hard. We’ve talked to 
people working in some of those industries to 
help you understand what their jobs involve, 
and to see what a future with physics could 
look like. 

Astronomy and space
Astronomy is extreme — distances, time peri-
ods, temperatures — and astronomers study 
these extremes to answer some of the big-
gest questions we can ask, like: How did the 
universe begin? How will it end? And are we 
alone? If you want to go beyond the here and 

now to explore the deepest mysteries our uni-
verse can offer, then astronomy is the career 
for you.

Climate science and meteorology
Climate change is one of the biggest challeng-
es humanity has ever faced. If you want to 
make a difference there are a huge and grow-
ing number of career choices open to you. 
These range from the obvious, like becoming 
a meteorologist who works to understand the 
climate and weather systems, to the surpris-
ing, such as working in environmental law or 
developing agricultural technology.

Education
A good teacher is more than just someone 
who teaches. In the classroom, they motivate 
and inspire their students to learn about the 
world around them. They run exciting extra-
curricular activities to keep young minds 
engaged. And they can even spread their 
knowledge by managing and supporting oth-
er teachers. As a result, a teacher can have a 
huge and lasting impact on the lives of young 
people.

Engineering
Engineering boils down to building things to 
solve problems. It used to be restricted to con-
structing roads, bridges, vehicles and other 
machinery, but today an engineer might build 
ultra-accurate lasers for surgery, smaller, 
more powerful microchips, or new smart-
phone apps. If it solves a problem and makes 
life easier, chances are an engineer built it — 
and that engineer could be you.

Lasers and photonics
Photonics is the science of making, control-
ling and using light. It’s the basis of everyday 
technologies such as barcode readers and 
high-speed broadband, but is also at the heart 
of cutting-edge research like laser-driven nu-
clear fusion. The applications are vast and 
growing, so the future’s bright if you want to 
work in this area.

Medical physics and digital healthcare
Physics plays a crucial role in healthcare. In 
hospitals, medical physicists deliver radiation 
to patients, either helping diagnose disease 
through nuclear medical imaging or fighting 
diseases like cancer with radiotherapy. Away 
from hospitals, people with physics back-
grounds are needed in a wide range of roles 
— from predicting how infectious diseases 
spread to developing new healthcare tech-
nologies.

Renewable energy
Fossil fuels continue to pollute the planet and 
contribute to climate change, but energy tech-
nology is starting to have an impact — solar, 
wind and wave power is gradually replac-
ing coal, oil and gas. More work is needed to 
make renewables more efficient and afford-
able, and alternatives like nuclear fusion are 
taking big steps. You could help to power the 
world with clean electricity. 

Robotics and AI
It recommends friends and products on your 
social media, it powers Siri and Alexa, and 
it even makes your smartphone pictures bet-
ter. Machine learning is already making a 
big mark on society, but AI and robotics will 
shape the workplace of the future. A career 
in robotics and AI will see you working on 
cutting-edge technologies that can make our 
lives easier, safer and more enjoyable.

VFX and gaming
Few careers combine tech skills with creativ-
ity like VFX and game development. It takes 
physics, maths, art and coding to make your 
favourite character walk and jump realisti-
cally. With a physics background, you could 
become a programmer, writing code based 
on the laws of physics to make gameplay look 
uncannily real, or an environment artist, con-
juring up intricate CGI worlds for movies.

Finance and law
Why are people with physics backgrounds 
sought after in finance and law? The kind of 
complicated, interconnected problems found 
in law and finance require the practical math-
ematical problem-solving skills physicists use 
to understand the world — sometimes even 
using the same equations. It’s a bonus that 
physicists tend to be good at computer model-
ling and working with big data. — iop.org
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Liverpool hit nine in ruthless rout of 
Bournemouth to end winless run

SCOTT Elliott celebrated his 
son’s first Premier League goal 
by launching his jacket 20 feet 

into the air and several rows down 
from his Main Stand seat. Harvey’s 
proud father eventually got the 
jacket back and Liverpool, after a 
midweek dressing down from Jür-
gen Klopp, got their season back on 
track in record fashion too.

Having invited questions over 
their winless start, including from 
their own manager after Monday’s 
tame loss at Manchester United, 
Liverpool responded in emphatic, 
ruthless style.

Talk about venting frustration. 
True, Bournemouth were abject 
and perfect fodder for a team need-
ing a first win of the campaign. But 
in terms of intensity, penetration 
and pure enjoyment of the ball Liv-
erpool could not have delivered a 
finer show to banish doubt and sig-
nal their self-belief remains intact. 
And of course, their quality.

“It was the perfect football after-
noon for us with a lot of different 
goal scorers, wonderful goals and 
fantastic situations,” said Klopp, 
who, when asked to sum up the 
performance in one word, replied: 
“needed”. He added: “We all know 
we needed something like that. We 
had to prove a point for ourselves.”

Liverpool were rampant from the 
off, five goals ahead by half-time –
for the first time in a league game 
at Anfield since 1958 –and equalled 
their record league win – against 
Crystal Palace in 1989 – with some-
thing to spare. And Mohamed Salah 
didn’t score.

The rout started and finished 
with a Luis Díaz header but this was 
a day to savour the enduring class 
of Roberto Firmino. The Brazil in-
ternational produced three assists 
and a goal in the opening 31 min-
utes and, to be blunt, extracted the 
Michael out of Scott Parker’s out-
classed team.

The hosts started the destruction 
after 151 seconds. An opening goal 
had been coming even then. Fir-
mino, having broken through the 
wafer-thin resistance in Bourne-
mouth’s midfield, bent a delightful 
cross into the area for the soaring 

Díaz to head beyond Mark Trav-
ers. An exhausting and humiliating 
afternoon for the keeper had just 
begun.

A second arrived on six minutes 
when Díaz, Elliott and Salah com-
bined on the right. The Egypt in-
ternational’s cross struck Firmino 
and Elliott swept a superb left foot 
finish into the bottom corner from 
20 yards.

The midfielder excelled for the 
45 minutes he was on the pitch, his 

touch and movement far superior 
to anything in the visiting ranks, but 
was replaced as a precaution at the 
interval by fellow 19-year-old Fabio 
Carvalho. The fine strike was not 
the only reason for his father’s ela-
tion.

In the ninth minute there was a 
moving ovation for Olivia Pratt-Kor-
bel, the nine-year-old girl shot dead 
inside her home in Liverpool on 
Monday. Jordan Henderson wore 
a vest that read: “RIP Olivia YNWA” 

and dedicated victory to the mur-
dered child.

Salah prodded wide of an open 
goal after a slick exchange between 
Díaz, Firmino and Elliott and missed 
another glorious opportunity from 
six yards in the second half. Keep-
ing Salah quiet was Bournemouth’s 
only consolation.

Trent Alexander-Arnold’s defend-
ing has been under the spotlight 
since the opening seconds of the 
season. It was never tested here, 

although he was able to exhibit his 
attacking process with a stunning 
third goal when breaking through 
Bournemouth’s midfield and fol-
lowing Anfield’s instruction to shoot 
after a one-two with Firmino. He 
let fly with an unstoppable 25-yard 
drive that beat Travers purely for 
pace.

Firmino grabbed the goal his per-
formance richly deserved when 
Salah’s pass inadvertently looped 
off Chris Mepham and sailed into 
Bournemouth’s six-yard box. Liv-
erpool’s centre-forward twisted to 
beat Travers with an acrobatic vol-
ley. It was five on the stroke of half-
time when Virgil van Dijk easily 
held off a defender to head home an 
Andy Robertson corner.

Whatever Parker’s interval in-
structions were to his team had 
absolutely no effect. They conceded 
within seconds of the restart when 
the hapless Mepham, stretching to 
clear an Alexander-Arnold cross 
before Díaz, converted into his own 
net.

Firmino claimed a second when 
Travers parried Robertson’s dan-
gerous cross into his path, the Bra-
zilian scoring from close range at 
the second attempt, and Carvalho 
scored his first Premier League goal 
for Liverpool when volleying home 
another Alexander-Arnold cross 
that steered into his path by Kostas 
Tsimikas. Díaz ended the exhibition 
as he had opened it, scoring with a 
header from substitute Tsimikas’s 
corner.

There was time for Klopp to hand 
debuts to Stefan Bajcetic and Bobby 
Clark, son of Lee, as the Kop im-
plored Liverpool to score a record-
breaking 10th. They were unable 
to answer the call. There were no 
complaints. 

— The Guardian

Haaland’s 19-minute Manchester City 
hat-trick puts out Crystal Palace’s fire
ERLING Haaland may have been a bar-

gain even at £100m but to cost Manches-
ter City just north of £50m is a faintly 

ridiculous price in the definitely ridiculous 
inflated transfer market. The striker scored 
a scintillating 19-minute hat-trick that fea-
tured the equaliser and goals that sealed vic-
tory as the champions came from two behind 
for a fourth time in their past six competitive 
games.

The Norwegian’s third was greeted by a jig 
of jubilation from Pep Guardiola and deliri-
um from a home crowd witnessing Haaland’s 
first City strikes at the Etihad and crowned 
a superb fightback initiated when Bernardo 
Silva led a second-half charge by pulling one 
back.

Guardiola said: “What impressed me 
was Erling’s body language when we were 
2-0 down — still encouraging his mates, he 
doesn’t run away from the game. How many 
games he has in his career and goals – aston-
ishing.”

These three make it six in four Premier 
League outings. Yet before City had managed 
any, Crystal Palace had beaten Ederson for a 
third time — to follow John Stones’s own-goal 
and Joachim Andersen’s header.

The City goalkeeper rolled the ball straight 
to Jordan Ayew via a touch from Odsonne 
Édouard and Ayew found the net. While the 
referee, Darren England, awarded a foul – 
maybe against a high leg from Édouard – VAR, 
at least, might have intervened as the goal ap-
peared legitimate.

After three minutes he and his players had 
been ecstatic when Eberechi Eze dropped 
a free-kick into the area that ricocheted off 
Kevin De Bruyne, Kyle Walker and Stones 

before going in. City’s riposte was a phase of 
keep-ball that featured Walker as an inverted 
full-back and Haaland leaping to misdirect 
a header from a corner. The champions 
pressed hard on the gas.

Referee England waved away a handball 
shout in Palace’s area, then João Cancelo 
found Riyad Mahrez, with the Algerian then 

nodding towards Haaland who knocked 
Marc Guéhi over in front of goal. The referee 
did award a foul for this and home boos en-
sued as Palace’s goalkeeper dawdled over the 
restart.

When his team took the next one they 
struck once more making it two goals from 
two Eze set-pieces: he swung in a corner from 

the right and Walker and Haaland each al-
lowed Andersen to rise freely to head in. At 
this stage, City were toothless and required 
cooler heads than the one Haaland showed 
when booting Andersen’s.

Wilfried Zaha’s absence from the team-
sheet due to a knee problem had ruled out a 
repeat act of him as the Palace wrecking-ball 
that he proved in last season’s 2-0 victory here 
when the forward scored the opener, caused 
Aymeric Laporte to be sent off, and engi-
neered the second.

Eze, though, was a reasonable deputy, trou-
bling City’s backline when Palace used the 
same breakaway tactics. Going the other way, 
Mahrez turned on extra thrust, skipped past 
Tyrick Mitchell, and crossed from the right: 
Vicente Guaita stuck a glove on the ball and it 
eluded all in blue around him.

Silva’s intervention came eight minutes 
into the second half. The Portuguese collected 
a sweeping Rodri pass, jinked past Guéhi and 
on shooting saw Jeffrey Schlupp turn away 
and in went City’s first.

The home crowd had stayed with their side: 
here was a first reward, followed by further 
Silva wizardry as he bamboozled Eze, Guéhi 
and Schlupp before aiming marginally wide. 
The playmaker, inevitably, was involved 
when City did equalise. After another bob-
and-weave Silva tapped to an overlapping De 
Bruyne whose arcing ball found Julián Álva-
raz — just on as a replacement – who flicked 
to Phil Foden. The chip that landed on Haal-
and’s forehead was as perfect as the finish.

Foden, in one of Guardiola’s always-intrigu-
ing tactical moves, was now at left wing-back 
in place of Cancelo, with De Bruyne filling the 
right-side berth. Haaland’s second, which put 
City 3-2 up, finished a pinball-like sequence 
that twice involved Silva and a scuffed Stones 
effort that allowed the lethal 22-year-old to 
prod home.

When Ilkay Gündogan pierced Palace’s 
rearguard, Haaland pounced and rifled in for 
his third and a deserved ovation when he was 
replaced near the end. 

— The Guardian

ERLING Haaland finishes with aplomb for his third goal and Manchester City’s fourth to seal 
victory over Crystal Palace.

ROBERTO Firmino scores Liverpool’s seventh goal against Bournemouth.



August 28 - September 3 2022   Sunday Express22  Sports  

Final Mehalalitoe Cosafa squad announced

Leemisa Thuseho 

NATIONAL women soccer team 
coach, Pule Khojane, has named his 
final squad for the upcoming Coun-

cil of Southern African Football Associa-
tions (COSAFA) Women Championship.

This year’s tournament will be played 
in Port Elizabeth, South Africa from 31 Au-
gust to September 11.

The 23-member Mehalalitoe squad was 
announced this weekend during a press 
conference held at Lesotho Football Asso-
ciation (LeFA) premises.

Khojane has included six foreign based 
players; Boitumelo Nkieane and Kefuoe 
Makoa who play for Inter Madrid, in 
South Africa.

There is also Boitmelo Rabale from Ma-
melodi Sundowns, Litšeoane Maloro from 
Tshwane University of Technology, ‘Mam-
akhabane Makibinyane from Deipkloof 
Ladies as well as Mosili Motšoeneng from 
Royal AM Ladies. All these players are 
based in South Africa.

Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) dominate 
the squad with 12 call ups, Kick4life four 
players and Basetsana have one player.

Mehalalitoe are drawn in Group B 
alongside Zambia, eSwatini and Namibia.

Lesotho will start their campaign 
against eSwatini on Thursday before tak-
ing on Zambia on 4 September 2022. In 
their last group stage match, they lock 
horns with Namibia two days later.

Khojane who will be leading Mehalal-
itoe for the first time said he was ready for 
the challenge.

He said his team had enough time to 
prepare for the tournament.

The availability of the South Africa 
based played players would be a huge 
boost for the team due to the exposure 
they get from playing at more competitive 
leagues outside the country.

“We started our preparations in April 
and played some friendly games in May. 
However, we were forced to play against 
South African clubs because some nation-
al teams in the region were not available.

“Some countries were busy with the 
African Women Cup Nation while others 
didn’t have teams ready for international 
friendlies,” Khojane said.

The COSAFA tournament marks the re-
turn of Mehalalitoe to international com-
petitions.

The team was pulled out by the Lesotho 
Football Association (LeFA) for poor per-
formances during the 2020 edition of the 
competition. That year, Mehalalitoe were 
thumped 8-0 and 9-0 to Malawi and Zam-
bia respectively.

LeFA then decided to focus on rebuild-
ing the team.

Khojane said the team was now ready to 
return to the international scene although 
they were still building since it’s a new 
team.

“This is a new team. Eight of the players 
are getting their national team caps for the 
first time. But I can promise that it won’t 
take long for the team to be at the stage 
where we want it to be,” he said.

Final squad: 
Goalkeepers; Mpolokeng Mothuntšane, 

Boitumelo Nkieane and ‘Mamakhabane 
Makibinyane.

Defenders; Mosili Motšoeneng, ‘Maqa-
bane Mokhothu, Tšoanelo Leboka, Tha-
to Sentje, ‘Mathebe Ramphielo, Lerato 
Mphou, Bokang Ntsane, and Ntatsi Kha-
kanyo.

Midfielders; Mosele Pita, Molemo 
Mokhothu, Boitumelo Rabale, Matšeliso 
Ntšasa, ‘Maseriti Mohlolo, Ntšabeng Pelea, 
and Kefuoe Makoa.

Forwards; Litšeoane Maloro, Ntebo-
heleng Mohoshela, Matšeliso Makutoane, 
Phuzile Molefe and Nthabeleng Potsane. 

PULE Khojane.

MEHALALITOE during a training session at Setsoto stadium. — file pic.
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Bantu, Moshoeshoe part ways
Leemisa Thuseho 

BANTU have parted ways with 
midfielder, Setho Moshoeshoe 
after two seasons.

The player’s two-year contract 
was just a month away from laps-
ing.

The Sunday Express is reliably 
informed that the decision was 
reached after it became clear that 
the player had a poor working re-
lationship with newly appointed 
coach, Abram Mongoya. Mongoya 
joined the team last month.

“Setho Moshoeshoe is no longer 
Bantu player,” a source told the Sun-
day Express this weekend.

“His contract was terminated af-
ter he agreed with the team to end 
their working agreement. It was 
discovered that the player was not 
getting along with the new coach. 
The two parties met, and the player 
didn’t have a problem with his con-
tract being terminated.” 

It is however, unclear what the 
payer’s next destination will be.

Bantu Communications and Mar-
keting Manager Pule Mosoatsi could 
neither confirm nor deny the infor-
mation this weekend.

“For now, I haven’t received such 
information on my desk,” Mosoatsi 
said.

Moshoeshoe joined the Mafeteng 
outfit in 2020 from LCS.

The former Liphakoe and Lioli at-
tacking midfielder was once regard-
ed one of Lesotho’s best footballing 
prospects during his days at Lioli’s 
developmental side, Hunters. 

It was from Hunters where he 
moved to the United States where 
he stayed for a decade before re-
turning home in 2016.

In 2017 he joined Lioli for six 
months before joining Liphakoe at 
the beginning of the 2017/18 season 
on a three-year deal. He did not stay 
long at Liphakoe after falling out 
with the management over indisci-
pline.

Likuena in camp
Leemisa Thuseho 

LIKUENA are back in training after the Council of Southern Af-
rica Football Associations (COSAFA) tournament in Durban last 
month.

The team started its training sessions this week.
Lesotho Football Association (LeFA) media officer, Mikia Kalati, 

said the team was assembling on selected days weekly.
“The team will meet twice or thrice weekly to train,” Kalati said. 
“The coach has a good working relationship with the clubs’ coach-

es, and they always engage regarding the availability of the players 
for national team duties.”

Likuena’s next official match was supposed to be an Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) qualifying tie against Zambia next month. However, 
all the matches which were scheduled for September were moved to 
March next year to allow teams to prepare for the World Cup in Qatar 
in November 2022.

Kalati said coach, Veselin Jelusic, is also planning friendlies for the 
side during the September and November FIFA dates.

“It is true that our match that was set for next month has been 
moved to next year, but there are still FIFA dates which the coach is 
planning to utilise for friendlies as part of preparations for the AFCON 
qualifiers next year,” he said.

Jelušić has called up some under-20 players to the provisional 
squad. These include Tumeliso Ratšiu from Kick4life and Molefi Kul-
ehile from B Division side, AC TIP.

Motlatsi Sebapala and Tlotliso Mapola, who were invited for previ-
ous Likuena training programmes, are also part of the squad.

The Serbian gaffer has also invited the Swallows duo of Tanki Tsib-
ela and Motšoane Lebaka alongside Kick4Life’s Moalosi Lebeko.

All these players are still part of the Makoanyane XI squad which 
is fine tuning its preparations for the 2022 edition of the COSAFA Un-
der-20 Championship to be held in eSwatini in October.

Likuena provisional squad
Goalkeepers: Tankiso Chaba, Sekhoane Moerane, Motlatsi Sebapala 

and Kopano Silase.
Defenders: Ngaka Lenka, Shali Lekhotla, Motlomelo Mkhwanazi, 

Kopano Tseka, Basia Makepe, Rethabile Rasethuntša, Rethabile Sen-
koto, Tsiame Ramabele, Lehlohonolo Lenka, Motšoane Lebaka, Moa-
losi Lebeko, and Tlotliso Mapola.

Midfielders: Tanki Tsibela, Tšepo Toloane, Lehlohonolo Fothoane, 
Thabo Mafatle, Lehlohonolo Matsau, Rethabile Mokokoane, Thabang 
Malane, Tšepang Sefali, Neo Mokhachane, Lisema Lebokollane, Tu-
meliso Ratšiu.

Forwards: Lemohang Lintša, Jane Thabantšo, Retšelisitsoe Mopeli 
and Molefi Kulehile. LIKUENA during a training session at Setsoto Stadium. — file pic.

SETHO Moshoeshoe.
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Lioli, Matlama in Alliance 
Winter Challenge final

Leemisa Thuseho

LIOLI and Matlama will this afternoon face 
off in the 2022 Alliance Winter Challenge 
final at Maputsoe Difa Stadium.

The two giants will get a chance to renew 
their rivalry after winning the semifinals yes-
terday.

This is the sixth edition of the tournament 
since its inception in 2015. 

Winners will walk away with M25 000.  
Lioli were the first to book a slot into the 

final after edging LCS 4-3 in the penalty shoot-
out following a goalless draw in regular time 
at the same venue.

The victory gave Lioli a chance to fight for 
their second title of the tournament after they 
first won it 2018. 

Bob Mafoso will also be looking forward to 
winning his first cup as Lioli coach and end 

the team’s three-year trophy drought.
Mafoso said he was happy to advance to the 

final after beating LCS.
He believes the victory will give him anoth-

er chance to test his team’s strength against 
Matlama.

“It is important that we have another 
chance to test our team after coming from a 
tough semi-final against a determined LCS,” 
he said.

He said they started their pre-season train-
ing five weeks ago during which they also 
played some friendly games. This has seen 
the team improve their standard.

“We are happy that there is growth in our 
team.

“We use tournaments such as this Alliance 
Winter Challenge and friendly games to help 
build the team’s cohesion because this is al-
most a new team.”

Mafoso said the team would have to work 

hard to sharpen their strike force.
“Our defence is promising and that is a 

positive thing. We didn’t concede many goals 
and we need to maintain this. We also need to 
work on how to score goals.”

Matlama face Lioli after beating Linare 1-0, 
thanks to Jane Thabants’o early first half goal.

Matlama are also using this tournament as 
part of their final preparations for the Confed-
eration of African Football (CAF) Champions 
League Preliminaries rounds next month. 
They will face Caton Sport of Cameroon in 
two legs.

Matlama coach, Molebatsi Mothobi, said 
winning the Alliance Winter Challenge final 
would be a huge psychological booster for his 
team.

He however, urged his players to guard 
against complacency should they triumph 
this afternoon. 

The team should win as failure to do so 

would demotivate the players.
“The tournament can help us or destroy us. 

If we win it can deceive us that we are ready 
whereas we have to keep on preparing. On 
the other hand, if we lose it can affect the 
players. We have to be ready for any results 
and prepare the players mentally ahead of 
the CAF matches,” Mothobi said.

“I can’t say these games give us a full pic-
ture of how we are going to perform at CAF 
because the level of competition is different.”

Mothobi is not expecting an easy game 
against Lioli today as he is convinced they 
have a good team with a good and experi-
enced technical team.

“Lioli has good new players. We played 
them during the week and they defeated us. 
Their coach (Mafoso) can manage a game 
very like he did against LCS. That says playing 
them it is not going to be easy for us,” he said.

LCS and Linare will fight for third place.

LINARE’S Rethabile Senkoto (left) tries to stop Matlama’s Moteloa Khamisi during the Alliance Winter Challenge semifinal match at Maputsoe DiFA Stadium yesterday.


